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HELLO FROM THE CHAIRMAN 
 

Welcome to the Spring newsletter. At last, the weather has warmed up somewhat and is 
remaining fairly dry (famous last words!) I even managed to play without lights the other 
evening. A most welcome change after a long, dark winter which saw many of our dedicated 
members battle through icy conditions to compete in a well-attended Box League and where 
our weekly mix-ins and coaching sessions continued to thrive. 
 
Fortunately, the courts still appear to be in great condition and the Club’s grounds are 
looking good. Mike Downton has planted some climbers to cover the rather ugly tree stumps 
next to court 3, this should provide a nice backdrop throughout the summer. 
 
The summer match season has now begun with several of the leagues getting underway; we 
have teams in the men’s, ladies and mixed as well as the vets’ men’s and vets’ ladies. We 
also have a new team in the AEGON national league where a match consists of 4 singles 
and 2 doubles matches. 
 
Hopefully, you will be aware of our foray into experimenting with the creation of a Pickle Ball 
facility; see more later in the newsletter. 
 
We are planning a bit of a spring clean in the clubhouse and intend to clear out some of the 
bulky furniture and assorted stuff that’s built up over time. Some club members have kindly 
offered to make this. The extra space will mean we can make use of the table tennis table. 
 
Our club is run and maintained by volunteers and if you would like to make a contribution 
then please contact me on rob.salter@hotmail.co.uk. 
 
As always, a big thank you to David Lock for another great cartoon and I look forward to 
seeing you all over the summer. 
 
Rob Salter 
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ON THE COURTS 
 

 
Come rain or shine, there WILL be tennis 

 
 
The Spring Championship 
 

This took place on Sunday 23 April. Twelve players were divided into six mixed teams and 
played a total of 96 games on an afternoon that threatened rain but turned out to be perfect 
weather for some vigorous matches.  
 
Points were calculated on an individual basis; prizes were divided into Men’s and Ladies and 
were all close calls.  
 
Brigitta won 1st place, Ann 2nd and Madeleine came 3rd. 
Brian won 1st place, Jean-Marc 2nd and Chris Kent came 3rd 
 
The proud winners left clutching their trophies and a bottle of Prosecco each. It was a great 
afternoon with plenty of refreshments to keep us topped up, including a huge, home-made 
strawberry and cream cake, thanks to champ Brigitta. In between tournament matches some 
players tried out the temporary Pickle Ball court where much hilarity and cussing ensued as 
players grappled with the challenges of different rules. 
 



A big thank you goes to Ann van Hoof for her continuing meticulous organisation of this 
competitive and fun annual Club event. Also, to Peter Jones for legging it from home in 
record time to substitute for me when I injured my knee in the fifth game! Kate Chambers 
 
 

 
 
Box League 

 
The Club competition continues to grow in popularity. The Autumn 2022 league morphed 
into the Winter league and eventually finished in February 2023. With 16 pairs, I think this 
was the largest to date but with poor weather, player injuries and illness it was extended a 
couple of times and ended up running for almost 6 months. It was a great competition, with 
quite a few different pairs swapping places at the top; eventually congratulations went to Gill 
Ellis and Trevor Smith.  
  
The Spring League began in March. It will run through to the end of May and comprises 13 
couples. At the time of writing, it’s pretty tight at the top with Maggie Rose and Alan Hales 
currently leading the board.  
 
I would like to thank Alan for his technical wizardry that provides the IT infrastructure 
supporting the Box League system. I had no idea quite how sophisticated this is and wonder 
whether this could be why so few other clubs in the area appear to run Box Leagues - or if 
they do, they are not displayed on their websites. 
  
For us I think this continues to be a key part of the social fabric of the Club and long may it 
continue. Graham Charlesworth 
 



 
 

Previous winners Tim and Chris hand over the trophy to Gill and Trevor. 
 
Team Match Reports 

 
Lyndhurst has had four teams in action over the winter season. Unfortunately, many 
matches had to be rescheduled due to freezing or wet weather. 
 
Once again, I’m delighted to report that the Men’s team won their division (as they did in 
Summer 2022), winning most of their matches, and will be promoted. Congratulations to 
them. The Ladies and the Mixed A teams both finished in the top half of divisions 3 and 2 
respectively and will therefore remain in their present divisions. Our Mixed B team have 
faced some tough opposition and despite many close matches, will remain in Division 5. 
 
The summer season is fast approaching. We have entered the usual Men’s, Ladies, Men’s 
Vets, Ladies Vets and 1 Mixed. In addition, we will also be playing in the Men’s National 
League (formerly known as Aegon) for the first time in many years. This will be high-quality 
tennis and definitely worth watching and supporting our players when there is a home game. 
 
As always, I would like to thank all the captains for their hard work and all the players for 
their commitment. Good luck to everyone for the summer games. Please check court 
bookings if you wish to play, especially during the weekends as there will be matches on 
some Saturdays, Sundays and a few evenings. Gill Ellis 
 
Division 2 Apsley League 

 
The Winter Mixed season was eventful from the off! This was going to be tough, in what was 
a very chilly and wet season. 
 
It is wonderful to play in the highly competitive Division 2 but trying to ‘stay up’ is another 
matter entirely. However, I’m very pleased to report that all is well and at the end of the 
season we managed to finish 3rd in Division 2. Not bad at all out of 7 places and competition 
that saw two of our toughest opponents upgraded to Division 1. We now look forward to 
taking part in the summer league. Wish us luck. 



 
Big thanks go to the players for their continued support, especially on those bitterly cold 
mornings; clearing frost from the courts is no fun even though it’s a great warm up! Driving 
for miles to eventually be beaten, then dusting off your tennis gear and volunteering to go 
and do it all over again - well, that’s what I call loyalty. Jill Trant 
 
Ladies’ Doubles 

 
Lyndhurst finished a very respectable 4th in Division 3 with 50 per cent of sets won and 53 
per cent of games won. Well done and thank you to all ladies who represented the club. 
 
Please see tables below which also include the Men’s and Mixed A and B results.  
Ann Van-Hoof 

 
 
Men’s Doubles 
 
The men’s team enjoyed successful seasons in both the winter and summer leagues, 
winning the title in both divisions. We now look forward to competing in division 3 in both, as 
the summer season approaches.  
 
As there has been an increased appetite to play additional competitive matches, Lyndhurst 
have also entered the National league for the first time in a number of years, which will see 
the team compete against other clubs within the county in both singles and doubles 
matches. Matt Elsworth  
 
AEGON Team 
 

For the first time in many years we have entered a team in the AEGON national league. The 
matches consist of 4 singles and 2 doubles rubbers.  
 
Josh, James, Matt and myself played our first match recently against David Lloyd and were 
3-1 up after the singles but 3-all after the doubles. Unlike normal team matches the result is 
then determined by 2 singles tie-breaks and, if necessary, a doubles tie-break.  
 
This one went all the way to the wire but we lost 10-7 in the doubles tie-break. It’s a really 
exciting format so if singles is your thing, then let Matt know and come and join our training 
sessions. Rob Salter 
  



 
CLUB COACHING 
 

We are fortunate to have an excellent coach at the Club. 
Whether you are a beginner, a little rusty or looking to 
improve certain aspects of your game then expert help is 
on hand.  
 
Candy Harrop specialises in the four pillars of coaching: 
Technical, Tactical, Mental and Physical. This can be 
improved at any age; all it needs is a willingness to learn 
and have a growth mindset! 

 
For one-to-one coaching please contact Candy on candidarh@gmail.com or 07497155286 
 
Match Play Tennis Course 
 
The match play coaching continues to be popular with 3 courses running for the start of 
2023. The next course is due to start imminently on Tuesday mornings and will be 
interspersed with mini tournaments; perfect for practising those new moves. Please contact 
Ann Van-Hoof if you're interested in joining the extremely popular sessions. 
ann.vanhoof@aol.com 
 

 

Neil Webb is a qualified Level 3 LTA coach offering private 
lessons and a group class on Wednesday mornings. He also 
runs classes for Juniors. 
  
RED: Tots from 4.00 to 4.45 (on Wednesdays). 
ORANGE/GREEN  4-6 years and 6 -10 years from 4.45pm to 
5.30pm 
YELLOW: 10-13 years 5.30 to 6.15pm (both on Fridays). 
 

Please contact Neil on 07952 025406 
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CLUB NEWS 

 
Pickle Ball Taster 
 

You may not have heard of it, but pickle ball is one of the fastest growing sports in both 
Europe and the US. 
 
Several members have suggested that we could convert the current practice court to a pickle 
ball court. To do this properly would cost between £10 and 20k - a lot of money to spend on 
a facility when we don’t yet know the level of interest. The main issue is that enclosed area is 
about 1.5m too short and that the current surface is breaking up a bit and would need to be 
replaced. Subject to planning restrictions it may be possible to make this a covered facility to 
allow play when it is raining. 
 
To gauge the level of interest and to allow people to have a go we have created a "taster" 
facility that will allow people to try it and decide whether it’s something we should pursue.  
 
If there is enough enthusiasm, we will cost up a proposal and take it to the membership for a 
vote; probably at the AGM. 

 
The equipment is now available in the clubhouse - please try it 
and let the committee know what you think. We will be 
organising a training session so that players can be introduced 
to the rules and basic tactics. 
 

 
 
Club membership 

 
As of 1st April, the membership had fallen slightly to 132. Following a surge in new 
memberships during and after the pandemic, a number of those new members found they 
weren’t using the Club enough to justify renewing this year.  
 
However, we’ve already had 8 new members joining since that date including a family of five 
and the likelihood is that the longer days will encourage a more!  
Sally Cleary - Membership Secretary 
 
Committee news 

 
The Club is run solely by volunteer members It’s our aim to maintain a healthy rotation of 
members on the committee to allow everyone to have a say in how things are run. We meet 
approximately four times a year and the tasks are not onerous.  We are open to new 
members joiining so please contact Rob Salter if you are interested in joining. We are 
currently seeking a Club Secretary. 
 



Club kit 
 
Lotem Graphics are a local firm who supply and print clothing for sports clubs. I will be 
placing an order for club T-shirts at the end of May.  The style, price and sizing available are 
listed below, and each will be embroidered with the club logo on the left breast and the web 
address printed on the back hem. Previously all club T-shirts have been white, but they are 
also available in other colours. 
 
If anyone is interested in a T-shirt or Fleece jacket, please let me know details by the 
end of May. Ann Van-Hoof 
 

Fruit of the Loom 
Premium Cotton 
Piqué Polo Shirt 

Men’s fit 
Sizes S-3XL 

100% cotton Short sleeved 
Embroidered + printed 

£16 

Ladies fit 
Sizes 8-18 

100% cotton Short sleeved 
Embroidered + printed 

£16 

Men’s fit  
Sizes S-3XL 

100% cotton Long sleeved 
Embroidered + printed 

£19.50 

Just Cool Polo Shirt Men’s fit 
Sizes S-5XL 

100% polyester Short sleeved 
Embroidered + printed 

£16 

Ladies fit 
Sizes 8-18 

100% polyester Short sleeved 
Embroidered + printed 

£16 

Result Polartherm™ 
Fleece Jacket 

Unisex fit 
Sizes 34-54 

100% polyester Full length zip 
Large front lined pockets 
Elasticated cuffs  
Embroidered only 

£28 

 
Men’s size chart – Fruit of the Loom

 
Men’s size chart – Just Cool

 
Ladies size chart – both suppliers

 
Fleece size chart

 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Club Website 
 
Our website is intended to be a useful tool for all 
members, so if you spot something that needs 
updating, please let us know. 
   
Wi-Fi, Website & Webcam 

 
Members wishing to make full use of Club internet facilities will need to know the relevant 
passwords.   
 
For technical reasons, different passwords are required to access: 
 

 The Dramatic-Tennis Wi-Fi network at the Clubhouse 

 The Members-only protected area of the Club website 

 Webcam coverage of the courts 

Passwords can be found in the Clubroom, inside the door of the floodlight switch cupboard. 

The Club website can also be accessed via this link.   

MAINTENANCE 
 
The Club and its grounds are looking pretty tidy at the moment due to some hard work from 
Andrew and others. As the season progresses he will be organising a work party to take on 
a number of more major tasks including applying preservative to the pavilion and clearance 
of the areas behind the courts.  
Please volunteer to help with these sessions if you are fit and able. 
 
SAFEGUARDING 
 

Lyndhurst LTC is committed to the safeguarding of children and adults who use the club. If 
you have any concerns regarding safeguarding at the Club please contact the Welfare 
Officer Alex James on alexandclairjames@gmail.com or 07772790609  
 
GOOD TO KNOW 
 
Defibrillator  

 
Can you remember how to use the defibrillator and where to find it? It is about to be moved 
outside to make access easier so please make a mental note of where it is. 
To refresh your memory, please click HERE  to watch a short video.  
(Note:  The video also shows a ‘CPR Device’, which our defibrillator does not include.) 
 
The Club newsletter is edited by Kate Chambers and Rob Salter. Please contact Kate on 
katec9929@gmail if you wish to contribute any news, snippets or photos to the next newsletter.  

 

http://lyndhursttennis.com/
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xkcD3Mv9oAU

