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Hello and Goodbye from the Chairman 
 
A fairly settled Autumn has meant plenty of opportunities for tennis and it’s good to see the courts 
being well used. We are currently beyond the stringent CV19 restrictions of earlier this year, but 
hygiene and common sense continue to remain important. Even when double jabbed the virus is 
still transmittable as three of our members recently discovered. Fortunately, their misfortune didn’t 
impact on any other members. 
 
The AGM is now just around the corner and we are looking for some new faces to replace those 
standing down. I am pleased to say we have a prospective Chairman and Vice-Chairman but we 
do need a Membership Secretary as Debbie is moving into the Treasurer’s role. Also, a Match 
Secretary as Alan is stepping down after 10 years, which included a stint as Treasurer. There are 
also three other vacancies to join the committee. The club needs members to step up to shape its 
future. It is your club so why not have your say by joining the Committee? Please contact me if you 
are interested. 
 
Thanks to our volunteers, the club campus looks amazing. Large amounts of debris have been 
removed from behind courts two and three; there is a new circular garden thanks to Mike Downton 
and daffodils will bloom in Spring along perimeter of court three courtesy of Tim Stevenson. 
 
The Box League will be running to the end of the year and has attracted 16 doubles partnerships. 
it’s a great way of meeting other members and playing some good tennis: why not join in next 
time? Thanks to Graham for organising this. 
 
The Club Championships – Open and Vets – took place on two consecutive weekends in 
September. Congratulations goes to all the winners but also to those who entered the 
competitions. Many thanks to James and Debbie for organising. 
 
This is my last piece for the newsletter as my three years in the chair comes to an end. I’m 
happy to say that during my time the Club has continued to move from strength to strength and I 
look forward to summarising the changes in my upcoming AGM report.  
 
I would like to thank all those who have contributed to the Club’s success in that time whether on 
or off the committee. Without you our Club would not have thrived and will not continue to thrive 
without your help, so please do contribute where you can. 
 
Tony Roe  



Thank You Tony… 
 
Tony has been our chairman for the last three years and successfully navigated us through some 
very difficult times. We have emerged from this period with a strong and vibrant Club which is a 
great credit to his leadership.  
 
In addition to the chairman role, he is not afraid to get his hands dirty (quite literally) and is always 
there as we have tackled the ongoing maintenance of one of the prettiest clubs in Hampshire. 
 
He has asked me to take over from him as chairman and I would like to take this opportunity to 
thank him for his dedication and hard work and for the excellent state of the club organisationally 
and physically. 
 
Rob Salter 
 

 
Once again a big cheer goes to David Lock for his seasonal cartoon. Who doesn’t love a 
hedgehog? Please send any notes and photos for inclusion in our Spring 2022 Newsletter 
to katec9929@gmail.com 

 

mailto:katec9929@gmail.cp


On the courts 
 
Club Championships 
 
Saturday 4th September saw day 1 (Open) of our Championships with not a drop of rain in 
sight. We had a lot of entrants this year for the Men’s Singles and Doubles which made for a very 
exciting competition. However, the Ladies Singles sadly had no entrants. Results from the day 
were: 
 
Men’s Doubles: James/Matt Elsworth beat Felix Harrop/Christopher Parker 
Men’s Singles: Lars Hansen beat Matt Elsworth 
Mixed Doubles: Matt Elsworth/Steph Hillier beat Ann van Hoof/Jean-Marc Figard.  
Ladies Doubles: Jill Trant/Steph Hillier beat Ann and Kelly van Hoof 
 

 
Club Championships – Vets 
 
The Vets finals was played on Saturday 18th September. Results were: 
 
Men’s Singles: Brian van Hoof beat Tim Stevenson  
Ladies Doubles: Catherine O’Mahony/Sally Cleary beat Ros Bowles/Sue Kenny 
Mixed Doubles: Helen Gunter/Mike Ashley beat Gill Ellis/Andrew Clough 
Men’s Doubles: Brian van Hoof/Paul Carey-Kent beat Alan Hales/John Hillier 
 
The Ladies Singles (open or vets) wasn’t contested this year.  
 
Thank you to all the players who took part as well as Tony and Janet who kindly helped out in our 
absence on the second day.  
 



Sadly, there were only a handful of spectators on each day. However, all the players were very 
appreciative of their support.  
 
James and Debbie Elsworth 

 
 
Southampton LTA Apsley League  
 
The team had heaps of fun playing good competitive tennis once again and the GREAT news is 
that our mixed team has managed to remain in division 3 for next summer. In fact, we were almost 
promoted! There are four divisions in this particular league. 
 
2021’s Apsley League was a close-run thing with pressure certainly bubbling away in the last 
couple of nail-biting matches of the season. Unfortunately, we had lost three of our earlier matches 
which put enormous pressure on the team for ‘wins’ in the last two remaining matches. But armed 
with well-strung racquets and a team of talented and determined players – we did it! 
 
Well done to all our members who volunteered to play and deal with the continually changing 
match strategy. Matches get terribly competitive especially in the last few of the season where 
every point matters, all great fun and very enjoyable. We currently have an ever increasing. 
number of players willing to put themselves forward for match play. Thank you all for your support. 
 
The Winter league has now begun and I’m very pleased to report that we won our opening match 
of the winter season. Onwards and Upwards. 
 
Jill Trant 
 
Men’s vets A team 
 
We competed in division 1 for the summer of 2021 playing six of the scheduled seven matches. 
We won three and lost three which left us middle of the table and safely away from the relegation 
zone. A creditable performance in a division that includes teams from Winchester, Salisbury and 
Avenue. 
 
Rob Salter 
 

  



Ladies Team 
 
A huge well done to everyone who took part in the Ladies summer matches, Those were all 
friendlies and so our summer league position will remain the same for next year. Our results were 
one win, one draw and two losses.  More importantly though, my aim was to get as many female 
members playing matches as possible and there were 14 Lyndhurst ladies who played and 
represented our club.  
  
The ladies are really improving their match play skills due to the coaching courses organised on 
Tuesday mornings with Candy.  Following the extremely positive response of the first taster course 
in June/July we have now successfully held two further courses for the Autumn and two more are 
planned for the winter. (We're even letting the men join now!)  The coaching mainly focuses on 
court positioning and shot selection for playing doubles matches. We’re already seeing a great 
improvement in volleys, lobs and overhead smashes. 
 
If anyone is interested in joining these courses, please let me know. 
 
Ann van Hoof 
 
Box League 
 
The Autumn Box League is now in full swing. Jill Trant and Chris Mason are currently leading the 
board and having just played with my partner Jane Mason I’m not at all surprised. We were well 
beaten!  
 
We have suffered a couple of dropouts through injuries but with some reconfiguring some players 
have been able to continue. Look out for the new pairings on the Match Planner. 
 
With another six weeks or so to run hopefully the weather will hold and we can have a strong 
second half and complete as many matches as possible.  
 
Happy hitting! – Graham Charlesworth 
 
 

  



Coaching 

 
We are fortunate to have an excellent coach at the Club. Whether you are a beginner, a little rusty or 
looking to improve certain aspects of your game then expert help is on hand. 

 
Candy Harrop specialises in the four pillars of coaching: Technical, 
Tactical, Mental and Physical. This can be improved at any age, all 
it needs is a willingness to learn and have a growth mindset! I 
absolutely love seeing players improve!  
 
 
“My Tuesday morning doubles practice groups (9:30-11am and 11-
12:30pm) are about to start a third six-week session. 
 

So far, we've worked on volleying from all parts of the service box, poaching (moving across the court 
to volley), approaching the net from the baseline and defending the lob. Much more excitement to 
come!” 
 
Please contact Candy on candidarh@gmail.com or 07497155286 
 
 

 
Ladies Team coaching 
 

  



Membership news 

 
I am pleased to report that we now have 149 members of the Lyndhurst Tennis Club, of which  
14 are new this year. We also had two temporary junior members for May/June this year from The 
New Forest Small School. It was nice to be approached by the school as we are looking to 
encourage as many junior members as we can.  
 
I am stepping down as Membership Secretary to take on a new role and we are now looking for 
someone to take over. It is a very straightforward job and only busy during March and April when 
subscriptions are due. We use a simple excel spreadsheet to log members details and payments. 
If anyone is interested, or has any questions, please email me. I am happy to lend my support 
during handover and anytime afterwards. 
 
Debbie Elsworth 
 

Website update 
 
The Club website has been fully updated and, to the best of our knowledge, the information there 
is now correct – but if you know differently, please let us know. 
 
If you have any ideas as to how the website could be developed to become more useful to Club 
members (and potential members) please contact Alan Hales or Angus Brown. 
 
Angus Brown 
 

Ongoing maintenance 
 

Our members continue to contribute 
to the maintenance of the club by 
giving up their time to plant, cut 
hack and weed.  
 
The club is looking nice and tidy 
after several productive sessions to 
clear the undergrowth round the 
courts. Productivity was significantly 
improved by Tony encouraging us 
with a machete. 
 
 

 

  



Party time 
 
Summer BBQ  
With thanks again to the wonder that 
is Bruno, a hugely successful BBQ 
took place on a lovely summer’s day 
in August More than 35 members 
were treated to a grilled feast as our 
man once again pulled out all the 
stops with chicken marinated in 
coconut milk and ginger, tiger prawns, 

delicious 
homemade 
burgers, jerk 
chicken and tuna 
steaks. We are all 
very grateful to 
Bruno for his 
efforts on our behalf. Roll on more events next Spring and once again thanks 
go to all the volunteers behind the scenes that makes these social events go 
so well.  
 

 
Jas Soma (Saps) 80th Birthday 
 

On Saturday 4th  
 
September Jas celebrated his 80th birthday with 
his family. On Monday 6th we decided to 
celebrate with him at the tennis court. It was Ann 
van Hoof’s idea, and she made an amazing 
Victoria Sandwich cake, tea and biscuits added to 
the occasion. The usual ‘suspects’ played tennis 
for an hour before Pauline arrived and we 
stopped for the celebration tea. The weather was 
kind and despite some people being away there 

was a good crowd to mark this milestone in Jas’ life. It was fitting that many of us who have been 
encouraged to develop our tennis skills by his patient coaching, given through the Monday session 
(and at other times), were there to join the tea party. 
 
Sue Moss 

 

  



Good to know 
 
Covid  
The Club website is the place for the most up-to-date information but we continue to sanitise hands before and 
after play and use common sense around distancing, congregating in groups etc. 
 
Safeguarding 
The Club registers annually with the LTA to ensure that we continue to be certified as meeting the LTA’s 
Minimum Safeguarding Standards, aimed at ensuring a safe and inclusive venue. This means that we will have 
the following in place:  
● Safeguarding Policy  

● Diversity & Inclusion Policy  

● Welfare Officer (Andrew Clough)  

● Relevant Criminal Records Checks  

● Annual Risk Assessment  

The Policies and Risk Assessment can be found on the notice board in the Clubroom. Members are asked to 
make time to read these so that they will be fully aware of these important matters.  
LTA registration also brings with it the benefit of continuing public liability insurance for the Club through the 
LTA. 
Defibrillators  
 
Can you remember how to use the defibrillator and where to find it? 
To access the defibrillator, you will need to: 
● Have a key for the clubroom. 

● Know where to find the large key fob (usually stored in the clubroom cupboard). 

● Unlock the access door to the main clubhouse corridor. 

● Find the defibrillator cabinet (on the wall opposite the toilets). 

         … and don’t be surprised when the alarm sounds as you open the cabinet door. 
Club Wi-Fi, Website & Webcam 
Members wishing to make full use of Club internet facilities will need to know the relevant passwords.   
 
For technical reasons, different passwords are required to access: 
 
● The Dramatic-Tennis Wi-Fi network at the Clubhouse 
● The Members-only protected area of the Club website 
● Webcam coverage of the courts 
 
Passwords can be found in the Clubroom, inside the door of the floodlight switch cupboard. 
The Club website can also be accessed by searching for Lyndhurst Tennis. 

 


