Newsletter - Autumn 2020

As I write, the second wave of Covid-19 is causing parts of the country to be locked down again.
Our local area continues with relatively low, but rising, figures so it is more important than ever
that we all keep safe and observe the law and guidelines at the Club. Please take time to read the
update from Andrew Clough, our Health and Safety Officer, and be sure you understand the rules
of behaviour for everyone playing (or spectating) at the Club.
Covid-19 notwithstanding, we were very fortunate to enjoy a good Summer of tennis. The Club
Open and Vets’ Championships took place on two Saturdays last month, blessed with dry sunny
weather and some excellent, keenly-contested matches. Congratulations to the winners, but also
to all taking part whether in the knock-outs or in the finals. Well done to Chris and Ann for their
organisation and also for coping with competitors’ injuries and stolen passports!
While we could still have up to 30 people on site, we were very pleased to be able to welcome
Brenda Freer and her family to a socially-distant event to commemorate Bill’s contribution to the
Club.
We have had 26 new members join us this year, which must be a record. I have met some of you,
but a very warm welcome to you all. The Court Booking System works well, but please cancel your
booking if you cannot play.
The Box Leagues have been well supported, with 28 joining the mix. It’s fun playing with a
different partner each quarter, also a good way of meeting other members as well as developing
playing skills. My thanks again to Mike Bowles and Alan Hales for making this happen.
By the end of this month, the wall between court 1 & 2 should have been clad and the floodlight
towers padded to reduce the risk of injury.
Your Committee continues to meet on Zoom and plans are being made for the AGM to be held
online. There are 8 vacancies on the Committee and it is vital that there is new blood joining us;
please consider putting your name forward. In view of this year’s disruption I am prepared to
serve another year as Chairman, but someone will then need to replace me. Most of the
Committee will remain in post and I am indebted to them for their support in difficult times.
I hope to see many of you at the virtual AGM; in the meantime enjoy your tennis.

Tony Roe – Chairman
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Covid-19
Covid-19 has impacted on almost every aspect of life and tennis is
no exception. We are very fortunate that organised tennis is still
one of the permitted exceptions to the ‘Rule of 6’ and we are
doing all we can to enable Members to play as much tennis as
possible within the current constraints. As required by the LTA, we
have carried out a Covid-specific Risk Assessment, which has been
sent to all Members. Please make sure you have read and
understood this.
Everyone must surely now be familiar with the prevailing national
rules and the latest LTA guidance can be found here. We need to be absolutely clear what these
mean for our behaviour at the Club, both on and off court.
First and foremost, do not come to the Club if any of the following applies:
•
•
•

You have possible symptoms of Covid-19.
You are awaiting a Covid-19 test or the result of a test (except for routine asymptomatic
screening or precautionary tests for hospital appointments).
You are required to self-isolate for any reason.

Remember “Hands-Face-Space” and what this means at the Club.

Hands
•
•
•
•

Sanitize hands and racquet handles before and after play.
No hand-shakes, fist-bumps or high-fives.
Treat all balls as potentially infected.
Make your own coffee and wash your own mug in hot water.

Face
•
•

Do not touch your face when on court.
Wear a face mask if you are in the Clubroom for any reason other than unlocking or
locking-up (unless you are seated and drinking or eating).

Space
•
•
•
•

Don’t mingle in groups of more than 6 when waiting to play or leaving court.
Avoid close contact if playing doubles with a partner from outside your ‘support bubble’.
No more than 6 people in the pavilion – and keep well-spaced.
No more than 6 people in the Clubroom – and remember social distancing.
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Record your contacts at the Club so that they can be traced if necessary:
•
•
•
•

Use the Court Booking System.
Mark the register at organised group sessions.
Scan the QR code at the Club (if you have the NHS COVID-19 app on your smartphone).
Report any symptoms, tests and results.

So that the Club can continue to operate in a safe and lawful manner, please do everything you
can to ensure that the behaviour of anyone and everyone at the Club complies with both the spirit
and letter of the various regulations. With this in mind, we must draw the attention of all
Members to Club Rule 11, which states:
11. EXCLUSION AND SUSPENSION
The Club Committee shall have the authority to exclude or suspend any member or visitor,
after due notice to the said member or visitor, whom it considers guilty of a breach of
these Rules or the current Regulations, or of misconduct, or of offensive behaviour towards
others whether on the Club’s premises or elsewhere.

“A light tap is sufficient,
Partner”

Thank you to our artist David Lock
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Permitted On-court Activities
Court Booking for Social Play
The ‘Rule of 6’ applies to informal social tennis. Play is allowed for groups of no more than 6 and needs to
be booked using the Court Booking System so that we can, if necessary, provide details for ‘Track and
Trace’. The booking system is straightforward but if you have any problems please ask another member to
show you how to book. It is also important that if you decide not to play that you cancel your booking.

Organised Group Sessions
Club-organised group sessions are currently authorised exceptions to the ‘Rule of 6’, subject to the
specific LTA guidance being followed. Group organisers will continue to remind players of what
this entails. Registers are kept for these sessions – please ensure that you check in.

Box League - Mike Bowles reports:
Box League 1 June - 30 September 2020 - During the league just finishing (you will recall we ran
over into the first week of October), there were a possible 13 matches to be played. 2 pairs played
12 and a further 2 played 11. Everyone played at least 4 matches. It seemed to me to go well and
to be a welcome distraction from the Covid world which we currently inhabit! Added to that we
were blessed with some pretty good weather for much of the period.
We now start the next league which will run from 10 October until 31 December. Again, we have
a possible 13 matches that can be played. We will review the situation in December and see how
the matches are going. With the greater chance of bad weather, and if it looks as though we could
justify an extension, then we may decide run it on until the end of January. December is normally
a month full of alternative activities such as office parties, etc but it may be that there will be
fewer of those this year. Thanks to all that have signed up for this league including a few new
names to the box league which is good to see. I look forward to seeing you on the courts! Enjoy
the league!

Team Matches – Alan Hales reports:
We now have fixtures for the inter-club Winter League matches for the Men's, Ladies' and two
mixed teams. There will therefore be a bit of competition for court bookings at weekends when
these matches are on, but they will only require 2 courts for around 2.5 to 3 hours. The match
fixture list is available on the Club website and courts have been reserved for all home fixtures.
Ros Bowles is our mixed 'B' team captain, so if any of you would like to play the inter-club matches
be sure to let Ros know. Rob Salter is organising the men's team and will be looking for occasional
extra players to support the strong foundation to the team – please let him know if you are happy
to be considered. Ann van Hoof is captaining the ladies' team and she may also be after a player
for some matches, again let Ann know if you are interested. Finally, Jill Trant is captain of the
mixed 'A' who are competing at quite a lofty height, so anyone up for a tough game should
express an interest with Jill.
Thank you to the Team Captains for all the work they do, especially when arranged matches are
cancelled due to the weather – frustrating but unfortunately a feature of winter match series.
Finally - GOOD LUCK and enjoy your tennis
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Club Championships 2020
Chris Ellis & Ann van Hoof report:
Cream teas, sunshine, great tennis and plenty of trophies… saw the culmination of the
2020 Club Championships.
37 members chose to enter the competition, which this year stated the Vets’ age to be over 55
years and restricted each member to enter either the Open or Vets (not both) to increase
participants in the finals. The higher entry numbers in the Open mixed and Open men’s singles
meant that there needed to be 2 round robins in each and semi-finals to be played as well.
Thank you and well done to all those who entered; there were some fantastic round robin
matches with many requiring tie breaks and third sets played. Congratulations also to the finalists
who all fought well resulting in exciting and energetic finals days.
Open Finals Day – 5th September
It was a nervous start for Hayley Taylor and Ann Van Hoof in the first match competing for the
Ladies’ singles title. Although many games went to deuce there was no beating Hayley as she took
the trophy again this year winning in 2 sets.

Hayley

Ann

Hayley and Martin Taylor then paired up on the top
court to take on Steph Hillier and Matt Elsworth in
the mixed doubles – it was a fantastic match with
fast serves, plenty of volleys and some great rallies
with Steph and Matt coming out on top at the end.

Hayley and Martin
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Matt and Steph

The afternoon concluded with the
ladies doubles on court 2 where Hayley
now played alongside Steph against Ann
and her daughter, Kelly. The ladies first
pair were too strong for Ann and Kelly
and only dropped a few games before
winning in 2 sets.

Hayley and Steph

Ann and Kelly

Court 1’s finale was the showcase men’s singles
final between Matt and Lars Hansen, a repeat of
last year’s epic final. It again was a display of
fantastic rallies and really great tennis. Matt
held on to his trophy as a well-deserved winner.

Lars

Matt

It was a great day with lots of supporters enjoying the sunshine, refreshments and entertainment.

Vets’ Finals Day – 26th September
Due to numerous players being unavailable for the original date the Vets’ Finals was postponed for
2 weeks. Unfortunately, an increase in the Covid restrictions now meant that there could be very
limited supporters and no refreshments. This didn’t hold back the tennis though…
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First up on Court 1 was the ladies singles where
Stevie Parker took on Madeleine Wright. Both
sets went to tie break in a very close fought match
and Stevie came through victorious.

Stevie

Madeleine

Court 2 saw the mixed doubles where Gill Ellis and Andrew Clough took on Tim Stevenson and Sue
Jones. A championship tie-break was needed to decide the winner with Gill and Andrew coming
out on top.

Tim and Sue

Andrew and Gill

Next was the ladies’ doubles on court
2 with Gill and Stevie playing against
Ros Bowles and Susan Kenny. This
was the only event that was a straight
final so more entrants needed next
year for this one!! Well done to Gill
and Stevie though.

Ros and Sue
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Gill and Stevie

Court 1 was the showcase men’s singles final which
again was a really close match between Tim Stevenson
and Graham Charlesworth. Tim won after both sets
went to tie-break again, some really great rallies and
well fought by both finalists.

Graham

Tim

This Finals day also saw the Open men’s
doubles with Rob Salter and Josh taking on the
Elsworth brothers, Matt and James. (Josh had
been stuck in Italy 3 weeks previously when his
passport was stolen!) The new date did not
phase Matt’s winning streak and both he and
Matt played a great game once again winning
in 2 sets.
Josh and Rob

Matt and James

The Vets men’s doubles
had proved the most
difficult to schedule
with regards to round
robin matches and also
the final. Tim and Chris
Ellis finally won against
Andrew and Mike
Bowles a few days
after!!
Andrew

Tim and Chris

Mike
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2020 Open Champions
Singles - Men’s
Singles – Ladies’
Mixed
Doubles - Men’s
Doubles – Ladies’

Matt Elsworth
Hayley Taylor
Matt Elsworth and
Steph Hillier
Matt and James
Elsworth
Hayley Taylor and
Steph Hillier

2020 Vets’ Champions
Singles - Men’s
Singles – Ladies’
Mixed
Doubles - Men’s
Doubles – Ladies’

Tim Stevenson
Stevie Parker
Andrew Clough and
Gill Ellis
Tim Stevenson and
Chris Ellis
Stevie Parker and Gill
Ellis

There was a grand draw for all entrants this year. Our Club coaches Candy and Neil very kindly
offered their time in support of the event with free coaching sessions. Two £50 Decathlon
vouchers were also awarded. It is a really good indication of how highly our coaches are regarded;
they were the first choice each time! They are obviously doing a great job. Thank you, Neil and
Candy.

2020 Grand draw winners
2x Coaching sessions
Decathlon Voucher

Open
Kelly Van Hoof
Amy Salter

Vets
Graham Charlesworth
Mike Bowles

Thank you to the helpers and spectators on Finals days and to all the members who entered
– without you there wouldn’t be Club Championships 😊
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Bill Freer Commemoration

Bill Freer’s contribution to the Club was recognised in a
Covid-secure gathering on 10th September when Brenda
Freer, supported by her son David and daughter Jo,
unveiled the bike rack donated to the Club by the Freer
family

and the memorial plaque overlooking the car park
(Bill’s pièce de résistance)

Tony Roe paid tribute to Bill’s outstanding work as Club Chairman and Brenda responded by saying
how much enjoyment Bill gained from his membership of the Club.
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Maintenance Matters
Sweeping the Courts
It’s Autumn and the courts will need to be
cleared of fallen leaves and sycamore keys for
play to be safe and to prolong the life of the
playing surface. Please don’t be afraid to use
the court sweepers before you start to enjoy
your game – this can also serve as good
warm-up exercise.
Click here for further guidance: How to use
the court sweeper

Ground Force

Undeterred by the tail end of Storm Alex, our very
own Ground Force of Tim Stevenson, Graham
Charlesworth, Andrew Clough and Phil Kellman
spent a wet Saturday morning clearing vegetation
from around the grounds. Many thanks to our hardworking Members for giving their time to maintain
the appearance of the Club.

Cladding the Wall & Towers

Work has commenced to clad the concrete
wall alongside Court 2 and to pad the
floodlight towers to lessen the risk of collision
injury.
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Floodlights
Here’s our annual reminder of how to use the floodlights:
•
•
•
•

The floodlight switches are in the cupboard in the Clubroom, to the right of the sink.
There are separate timer switches for the lights on each of the lower two courts.
If left, the timer switches will keep the floodlights on for 4 hours, so please switch them off
when you’re finished playing.
The master time-switch will turn the lights off automatically at 10.00pm.

Committee News
Annual General Meeting – Wednesday 18th November

This year’s AGM will be somewhat different owing to Covid-19 and will be held online using Zoom.
The Committee has met several times using this medium successfully.
The usual notice has been sent by Catherine our Secretary and if you wish to join the meeting
please let her know; details of how to ‘attend’ will be sent to participants in good time. The Zoom
app is simple to download onto your device – the larger your screen, the better the online
experience.
There are 8 vacancies on the Committee so if you want to have a say in the future of your Club
please put your name forward. We currently meet 3 times a year and, for the foreseeable future,
in the comfort of our own homes.

Wimbledon 2021
The LTA Members Ballot Opt In window for The Championships 2021, will open early in the New
Year (rather than September as per prior years).
The LTA will provide an update on the opening date of Opt In and how to apply nearer the time.
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And finally … Bruno serves an ace
In addition to making his presence known on court, Bruno shares the fruits of his culinary skills
with his lucky fellow players.

Newsletter
Next Edition: We hope to produce our Spring Newsletter in March 2021. If you have any ideas or
material for our next edition please contact the editors via the website using this link
Newsletter Editors:

Sue Moss & Angus Brown
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