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Early September’s glorious Indian Summer was quickly forgotten as Autumn storms disrupted our 
tennis programme and delayed the start of the Club Championships Finals Day.  However, as 
Martin Taylor reports later, the few hardy spectators were treated to an outstanding Senior Men’s 
Singles Final.  Special thanks to Martin and to Chris Ellis for their hard work over a couple of 
months organising the Championships and cajoling people to play their matches.  Martin is now 
standing down after 3 years, with my personal grateful thanks.  Thanks also go to Brian and Ann 
van Hoof for their hard work pruning hedges, brushing courts and mowing lawns so that the Club 
was in first rate condition for Finals Day. 
 
Our teams have been busy over the Summer and congratulations to our Men’s over-55 team, who 
came top of division 2 in the Hampshire Summer League and are now promoted to division 1. 
 
The long-awaited floodlight improvements were recently completed, despite the weather, and 
visibility is now much enhanced with light spillage minimised.  I am indebted to Alan Hales for his 
expertise and advice throughout this project – he has been a great support to me and other 
Committee members.  Our next major project is expected to be the replacement of the court 
surfaces, but this need not be for several years if we all sweep the courts before play. 
 
Our Club facilities are excellent and attracting new members is key to the Club’s future.  Do you 
have family, friends or neighbours who to would like to play?  If so, please introduce them to 
Membership Secretary Debbie or to me.  Better still, bring them along to the Club a few times to 
experience what we have to offer. 
 
The AGM is on Wednesday 13th November and there are vacancies on the Committee.  This is your 
Club so why not make your views heard by volunteering?  A final thought:  if all the Committee 
stood down who would run the Club? 

 
 

Tony Roe – Chairman 
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Club Championships 
Martin Taylor reports: 
After a wonderful summer of sunshine the weather decided to challenge us on finals day, it even 

teased us the day before with one of the hottest days for September!  

However this did not 

stop some of the 

games going ahead.  

At 9.00 am the 

heavens decided to 

open and no play 

could be started, but 

after reviewing the 

forecast and players’ 

availability later in 

the day we managed 

to get some of the 

finals played.  

                                  Finals day - play due to start in 10 minutes …. 

Vets’ Men’s Doubles 

There was a small gap in the weather at 2pm and they took advantage of it.  It was Brian van Hoof 

& Paul Carey-Kent v Alan Hales & Jean Figard, with Brian and Paul coming out on top.  

 

Senior Ladies’ Singles 

Play started at 4pm between Hayley Taylor and Ann van Hoof.   

They had some great battles and good rallies, however Hayley came out on top in the end.  

 

 

 

 

Ann and Hayley 
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Senior Men’s Singles 

Play started at 4pm between Matt Elsworth and Lars Hansen.  What can I say about this match?  If 

you speak to anyone who had the pleasure of watching it, it is one that will be spoken about and 

remembered for a long time.  There were lots of long rallies and tactical moving of each other 

around the court.  Lars took the first set.  In the second Matt was down 4-0 and it was looking like 

it might be drawing to a close, however Matt dug deep and started to turn it around, with Matt 

winning the set 7-5 and taking it to a 3rd set.  Again half way through Matt was trailing, and again 

he dug deep as the onlookers admired the play going on in front of them.  Matt eventually 

clinched the 3rd set and the match 7-5.  To give an example of how good this match was the last 

rally of the match had 38 shots!!!!  Those who came along will probably talk about it for years to 

come.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Tony presents the trophy to Matt 

 

 

 

 

 

Vets Mixed Doubles 

Play started about 5.45pm with Ann & Brian van Hoof v Martin Taylor & Steph Hillier.   

The first set was nip and tuck with some great 

rallies and volleying around the net with some 

lobs to chase, but Martin and Steph came 

through the first set 6-4.  In the second set 

Martin and Steph took an early lead in the set, 

but Brian and Ann came back at them before 

Martin and Steph finally got over the finish line 

to clinch the set and the match.  

 

 

Brian, Ann, Steph and Martin 
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We managed to get 4 of the planned 9 matches played and they were all high quality games that 

those who watch enjoyed. 

 

There remained 5 games still to play: 

Senior Ladies’ Doubles 

Senior Men’s Doubles 

Senior Mixed Doubles 

Vets Ladies’ Singles 

Vets Men’s Singles 

 

The players will organise dates for these to be played in the near future.  That will bring this year’s 

finals to a close.  A big thank you to everyone who took part this year, everyone played it in the 

good spirit it is meant to be played.  We had the most competitors that I have seen in my 7 years 

with the Club, and in addition we play Men’s and Ladies’ Vets singles for the first time which 

seemed to be a popular choice.  So 10 titles were contested in these championships. 

 

Chris Ellis and I have run the competition for the last 3 years, and have decided now is the right 

time to step aside and let someone else pick up the baton for next year.  So please don’t be shy in 

coming forward to organise this event, I am more than happy to give a handover and share why 

we made decisions about why did certain things and what we think worked. 

 

Club Championship Results 

 

   Winner     Runner Up 

Senior Men’s Singles  Matt Elsworth    Lars Hansen     

Senior Ladies’ Singles  Hayley Taylor    Ann van Hoof   

Senior Men’s Doubles  

Senior Ladies’ Doubles  

Senior Mixed Doubles   

Vets Men’s Singles 

Vets Ladies’ Singles 

Vets Men’s Doubles Brian van Hoof & Paul Carey-Kent Alan Hales & Jean Figard 

Vets Ladies’ Doubles  Walk-over given to Gill Ellis and Ann van Hoof   

Vets Mixed Doubles Martin Taylor & Steph Hillier               Brian & Ann van Hoof 
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Autumn on the Courts 
 

Box League resumes  
Mike Bowles reports: 
The new box league is underway with a couple of matches played already and some rained off! 

Hopefully the weather will be kind enough to let us get some matches played.  This league runs 

from 1 October to 31 December and successive leagues will run from 1 Jan to 31 Mar and from  

1 Apr to 30 June.  There will then be a break for the club championships, summer hols, etc. 

There are 11 pairs signed up in this league and it is good to see many of the new members to the 

Club joining the league.  Welcome to them and hopefully they will enjoy it.  As usual and for the 

information of newer members, I will be asking for names sometime in December for the next 

league and then pairs will be redrawn – the idea being that you play with a different partner in 

each league.  The only exception to this is that any couples (married or otherwise) who wish to 

play together may do so – this sometimes makes logistical sense for travel, etc. 

Enjoy the league! 

 
Team News  
Jill Trant reports:  HOORAH for The Summer Mixed Team of 2019 as we have SURVIVED and 
remain in Division 3 of The Summer Apsley League for the summer of 2020.  From April to 
September 2019 we battled hard, with many of our matches being hotly contested, we LOST 4 
matches, DREW 2 matches and WON 3 matches. 
 
As Captain of THE MIXED I'd like to thank all those who commit to playing in a match.  These 
matches can last for many hours in the blazing sun, drizzly rain and hazardous winds.  But we do 
have fun and winning the odd match gives great encouragement to play in another match on 
another day. 
 
There's plenty to for a Captain to do, as through the summer season alone there are 72 players to 
organise in one way or another, venues to be booked and confirmed, courts to be prepared, travel 
arrangements to be sorted and home teas to be organised – our teas are legendary.  I'd like to 
thank all the cake bakers, fruit choppers, quiche, pizza and sandwich makers – you are all amazing 
and your efforts are truly appreciated! 
 
The younger team players of the Club have developed both their tennis skills and match play, 
realising that the all important tennis tactics can indeed help to win a match.  
 
Our summer teams consist of 4 mixed pairs.  Each match consists of 4 mixed pairings, followed by 
2 ladies' doubles and 2 men's doubles.  Each event to be the best of 3 sets.  Each set to be decided 
by a tie break, should the players get to 6 all.  This is a lot of tennis and really can be quite 
exhausting at times.  BUT so much fun, roll on next summer!!!! 
 
"Where's my racquet, who’s available?" .......Here we go, the WINTER season has begun!  
 
Enjoy your tennis.  Stay fit and have fun. 
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Brian van Hoof reports:  Lyndhurst Vets Over-55s WINNERS of Hants and IOW Div 2. 

When I joined the club several years back, a mere boy at 58, I was told that the vets’ team always 

performed above their weight.  I didn’t understand it until I realised that, at the present day, now 

66, I am still the youngest regular team player! 

This year we had new blood to select, with Rob Salter coming of age, and Tim Kilsby joining the 

club.  This allowed the semi-retirement of our older regulars.   With this new pairing alongside 2 

experienced team players we started the season well and quickly established Lyndhurst as the 

team to beat!! 

When Paul Carey-Jones joined us we were further strengthened; we comfortably finished top of 

the league and have been promoted.  I am getting hopeful for next season with other members 

coming of age (Lars and Christopher?), further members joining (Tim Stevenson) and the existing 

squad still breathing(!) perhaps the time has come for Lyndhurst to enter a second team.   

What do you think boys? 

Gill Ellis reports: Ladies matches, Summer 2019 

Having been promoted the previous year, we found this season a difficult one.  Eleven different 

players were involved in the matches, some regulars and a couple who don't usually play but 

stepped up to the challenge superbly.  As always our ladies battled valiantly, but we were not 

quite able to match the likes of Salisbury and Winchester, both very good clubs.  We will be in a 

lower division next summer which will probably give our ladies plenty of opportunity to be 

victorious! 

Mix-in Sessions / Weekly Programme 
There are lots of opportunities to play in mix-in sessions during the week and on Sundays.  These 
sessions are a great way to get to know other Club members.  This link directs you to the weekly 
programme on the website.  If you want more details of the sessions these can be found in the 
Spring 2019 Newsletter 
 
 

Floodlights 
The replacement floodlights have now been installed on the lower courts.  Members’ reaction so 
far has been mostly positive about the coverage.  There might be an issue when serving at one 
spot, depending how high the ball is thrown, but moving the posts was never an option for us 
because of both planning and cost. 
 
Here’s a reminder of how to use the floodlights: 
 

 The floodlight switches are in the cupboard in the Clubroom, to the right of the sink. 

 There are separate timer switches for the lights on each of the lower two courts. 

 If left, the timer switches will keep the floodlights on for 4 hours, so please switch them off 
when you’re finished playing. 

 The master time-switch will turn the lights off automatically at 10.00pm. 
 

http://lyndhursttennis.com/wordpress2/?page_id=55
http://lyndhursttennis.com/wordpress2/wp-content/uploads/2019/Spring_Newsletter_2019.pdf
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If you’d like to try the floodlights for yourself, either come on Tuesday Club nights or simply 
book one of the floodlit courts via the website. 

           
Floodlights before 

Floodlights after replacement 

 

Maintaining our Courts 
 

 
 

You too can do this! 
 
With the Autumn winds here it is even more important to sweep the courts before play to extend their life.  

We now have a brand new court sweeper as well as our original, repaired one.     

These sweepers are expensive items and should be treated with care – but don’t be afraid to use them!  

Click here for further guidance:   How to use the court sweeper 

https://aussiecleansweep.com/videos/
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Safety Warning – Trip Hazard 

 

 

Please be aware of the trip 

hazard from damaged paving on 

the path to the courts, indicated 

by the cones.  Action is in hand 

to remedy this damage, caused 

by heavy machinery used for 

work on the floodlights. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Court Security 
The combination lock bolts on the gates to the courts are required 
to satisfy the conditions of our insurance policy.  Please be sure to 
lock them when you leave. 
 
 

Committee News 

Annual General Meeting – Wednesday 13th November 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 “I never miss the AGM!” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Thank you to our artist David Lock 
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The AGM will be held on Wednesday 13th November 2019, at 7.30pm in the Clubroom and details 
of the meeting have been sent out by e-mail.  
 
The Rules of the Club require us to hold an Annual General Meeting in November, to include:  

 Reports from the Officers.  

 Financial accounts.  

 Election of Officers and Club Committee.  

 Appointing an Auditor.  
 
We need a quorum of at least 15 members present and the meeting only lasts about an hour. It’s 
your chance to hear the Committee report to members - and every member present (over the age 
of 18 years) can vote on resolutions. Please come along and support your Committee.  
 

British Tennis Registration & LTA Safeguarding 
We are in the process of completing the annual LTA registration to ensure that the Club continues to be 

certified as meeting the LTA’s Minimum Safeguarding Standards, aimed at ensuring a safe and inclusive 

venue.  This means that we will have the following in place:  

 Safeguarding Policy 
 Diversity & Inclusion Policy 
 Welfare Officer (Andrew Clough) 
 Relevant Criminal Records Checks 
 Annual Risk Assessment 

 
The Policies and Risk Assessment can be found on the notice-board in the Clubroom.  Members 
are asked to make time to read these so that they will be fully aware of these important matters. 
 LTA registration also brings with it the benefit of continuing public liability insurance for the Club 
through the LTA. 

 
Opt-In for Wimbledon Tickets 2020 – Susan Kenny asks for your support 
 You will by now have received an email from the LTA giving you the opportunity to opt-in to the 

2020 Wimbledon Ballot.  Wimbledon is one of the best tennis tournaments in the world and it’s 

wonderful that we, as LTA members, have the opportunity to get tickets for our Club by just taking 

a few minutes to opt-in online at www.lta.org.uk.   

The LTA is very helpful  
so if you experience any 
problems just give them a 
call and they will sort it 
out.   
Even if you don’t want to 
attend Wimbledon 
yourself, please think of 
the Club and your tennis 
friends who will be losing 
out if you don’t opt-in.   

 
Let’s make 2020 the year to get our largest allocation of tickets. Thank you.  

http://www.lta.org.uk/
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Maintenance Matters 
In addition to major projects such as floodlights and car-parks, we have an ongoing programme of 
work to maintain the Club for the benefit of all members.  Amongst those to be thanked for their 
help recently are: 

 
 
 
 
New member Tim Stevenson,  
for pressure-washing the practise court 
(enabling John Fidler to get back on court).  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ace shed-erectors Ann and Brian van Hoof,  
who deny that this is actually their post-Brexit 
holiday chalet.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Gill & Rex Ramsden,  
for donating two very comfortable settees  
and an excellent table for the Clubroom  
on their recent house move.   
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Lost Property 

Items of clothing left in the Clubroom are kept for 3 months then passed to a charity shop.   
If you (or your child) have lost an item at the Club, please contact Tony Roe with a description.   
A rather nice body warmer and a fleece are amongst the current collection of lost property. 
 
 

Newsletter 

 
Correction:   We’re sorry the Summer Newsletter e-mailed to members didn’t credit Matt 

Elsworth amongst those doing valuable work for the Club – we amended the archive copy on the 

Club website to correct this. 

Next Edition:  We hope to produce our Spring Newsletter in March 2020.  If you have any ideas or 

material for our next edition please contact the editors via the website using this link 

Newsletter Editors:   Sue Moss & Angus Brown  

 

http://lyndhursttennis.com/wordpress2/?page_id=65

