Newsletter - Autumn 2018

Since our last Newsletter there has been lots of activity aimed at keeping the Club in good shape.
The clubroom has been refurbished, a defibrillator installed, our Club Championships completed,
and a Welfare Officer appointed (enabling us to complete our annual registration with the LTA).
Also, subject to planning, we have decided to go ahead with replacing the floodlights.
Our teams have performed very creditably, with the Thursday ‘big-hitters’ sessions run by Martin
and Alan producing 3 teenagers for the teams. It is great that some of the new members from the
Open Day now play in our teams.
We have been blessed with continuing good weather – apart from Storm Ali hitting in midSeptember, when Pat and I experienced the worst of the storm in Skye! We have had many fine
days to play tennis and I hope you have been able to take advantage of these. There have been
some good attendances at Tuesday Club nights and on Sunday mornings, and the Box Leagues
attracted 28 players. Coaching continues apace with an additional coach, Sally Revell, taking some
of the juniors.
The AGM is on Wednesday 28th November; please do try to attend to support your Committee.
There is one vacancy on the Committee, so if you want a say in how your club is run now is your
chance!
As we approach the autumn and winter months it is ever more important that members take the
initiative to check whether the courts need sweeping before play. We do not employ a
groundsman, so good care by members is especially important to extend the life of the court
surfaces.
Finally, I would like to thank the Committee, and a few non-Committee members, for their
invaluable help in running the Club – be it at events, maintaining the campus, coaching, playing in
teams, or generally ensuring that we can all enjoy playing tennis in a safe and pleasant
environment.

Tony Roe – Chairman

Jasmat Soma Honoured by South Africa
We were delighted to hear that Jasmat Soma, better known to most of us as ‘Saps’, has been
honoured by the South African Department of Sport and Recreation with the award of an Andrew
Mlangeni Green Jacket.
The Andrew Mlangeni Green Jacket Program recognises unsung heroes of South African sport
from the Apartheid era, especially players and administrators who were never afforded the
opportunity to represent their country. Saps was a leading tennis player in the 1960s and 1970s
and he was also a leader within the South African non-racial Olympic Committee. See the Tennis
South Africa report at http://tsa.sportyhq.com/w/blog/former-tennis-legend-receives-recognition
(and, if you can get the gist of the press cutting in Afrikaans, spot that Saps beat a Trevor Lawrence
almost 50 years ago!)
Saps didn’t start tennis until he was 14, but he also played cricket, football and athletics at county
level in South Africa. Although he was unable to represent South Africa as a player in the
Apartheid era, he did represent Great Britain in his age group on 10 occasions.

In 2000, he and his
brother Hira were in
the GB team which
defeated the South
African team at
Pietermaritzburg.

He also had great success on his own, particularly at the British Seniors’ Grass Court Championship
played at Wimbledon, which he won for 5 years in succession (1996-2000) in his age group.

Club Championships
Martin Taylor reports
As in previous years, a round robin was played before the Championships Finals Day on 22 nd
September. In all, about 20 competitors took place in the various competitions, so firstly well
done to all of the competitors. Six competitions took place, unfortunately the Ladies’ singles and
the Ladies’ Vets doubles were not contested this year.
The weather threatened to stop the championships altogether on the finals day, but the first set of
games started early in an attempt to beat the approaching rain. The rain held off until early
afternoon so finals day became finals weekend!
Saturday 22nd September
Men’s Singles
Matt and Connor battled it out from the start. Matt took the first set, however the rain was
starting and whilst Connor was chasing for a shot he slipped and injured himself. Matt and Connor
have agreed to finish off the final at a later date. The outcome is still to be confirmed.
Mixed Doubles
Meanwhile on the other court, Hayley and Martin took on Steph and James. The first set was
mixed with everyone losing their serve at some stage, however Hayley and Martin came through
the first set 6-4, the second was a little quicker in games but there were good long rallies. Hayley
and Martin sealed the second set and victory with 6-2.
The rain then continued to get harder and further matches had to be postponed.

Sunday 23rd September
Vets Men’s Doubles
Rob and Brian v Bill and Martin; they had met in
the round robins when Bill and Martin were given
a bit of a lesson, so pride was at stake. Brian and
Rob took the lead in the first set, but Bill and
Martin kept on coming back, until eventually it
got to 6-6 and went to a tie break. Martin and Bill
were 6-3 up in the tie break and looking for the
final point, Brian and Rob pulled it back, but Bill
and Martin eventually took the first set.
Rob and Brian again led early on in the second
set, but could not shake off Bill and Martin, and
again it got to 6-6 and a tie break. It was nip and
tuck, but Bill and Martin got to 6-5 in the tie break
for a set and match point. A loose lob went up
from Rob and it was all set for the smash but the
ball ended up in the net and the opportunity
went. Rob and Brian then went on to secure the
tie break and the set.
This then set up a championship tie break, Rob and Brian again took an early lead of 9-5, however
Bill and Martin came back again to 9-8. This time however Rob and Brian were able to get over the
finish line and claim victory.
Vets Mixed Doubles
After a quick tea break Brian was back on, now partnered by Anne against Andrew and Sue.
Andrew and Sue raced ahead to an early lead of
3-1 and looked like they were going to run away
with the set, however Brian and Ann dug in and
caught them up. The set got to the business end
at 6-6. The rallies continued coming with some
excellent shots and retrieving to keep the rally
going, however Andrew and Sue took the first set.
Onto the second set and some great rallies
continued with much skill and determination to
retrieve what looked like a winner. The score in
the second set really didn’t do the set justice,
with Brian and Anne winning 6-1. So yet again this
set up a championship tie break. Like the previous
one it was tense, Andrew and Sue were 9-8 up
with the first opportunity to take the match, but
could not finish it off, and Brian and Anne went
on to secure the match 11-9.

This then left the ladies’ doubles and men’s doubles to be completed when the players could
agree a new date, and also finishing off the men’s singles match.
Men’s Doubles
Matt and James took on Connor and Martin under floodlights on the evening of 15th October. In
the first set Martín and Connor were able to get an early lead, then Matt’s string broke so onto his
reserve racket. However Matt and James could not find a way through and the first set went to
Connor and Martin 6-2. Onto the second set, Connor and Martin were able to break out a lead
again of 5-2 and the set and match was in sight, however Matt and James rallied and tried some
different tactics, clawing their way back into the match bringing to 5-5, but Connor and Martin
managed to find a way of getting over the finish line and secured the second set and the match at
7-5.
At time of writing there are still 2 matches to be completed.
Thanks you to everyone who came and played, brought food and cheered on the matches, I am
sure you will all agree you have seen some great Lyndhurst tennis.
This year was the second year of 3 of our juniors coming through and they all got into at least 2
finals, which has been great to watch.
The club board and website will be updated once the final results are in.
As ever, if you have any feedback about how any part of the Championships can be made better,
please speak to Chris or me. One thing we know we will do next year is to set the finals day earlier
in the year as this time it clashed with holidays – it has previously been one week earlier and that
seems to suit better. The current plan for 2019 would be to go for the weekend of 14 & 15th
September, but we’re unsure if we would go for the traditional Sunday or go for the Saturday with
the Sunday as a backup. That‘s it from Chris and me for this year.

Club Championship Results
Winner

Runner Up

Men’s Singles

Not yet completed

Ladies’ Singles

Not contested

Ladies’ Doubles

Not yet played

Men’s Doubles

Martin Taylor & Connor Rhodes

Matt Elsworth & James Elsworth

Mixed Doubles

Hayley Taylor & Martin Taylor

Steph Hillier & James Elsworth

Vets Men’s Doubles

Rob Campbell & Brian van Hoof

Bill Freer & Martin Taylor

Vets Ladies’ Doubles
Vets Mixed Doubles

Not contested
Anne van Hoof & Brian van Hoof

Sue Moss & Andrew Clough

Team News
Match Secretary Alan Hales reports
The summer club match season matches were concluded in September. Our men's over-55 team narrowly
missed staying up in the top division despite some victories over opponents whom we have failed to beat
for some time. We must congratulate our ladies this summer for an amazing run winning every match, two
9-0 and comfortable 6-3 wins against the teams who ended up 2nd and 3rd. Our ladies of course were
therefore top of the league and promoted to the next higher division for summer 2019. The mixed team
also did very well and finished comfortably around mid-table in a very competitive division. Our men's side
re-entered the league for the first time in several years and achieved a couple of wins. Importantly, we
managed to get a side out for every match, which some larger clubs fail to do.

We have entered ladies’, men's and 2 mixed teams into the winter leagues. The team captains are
Gill Ellis, Matt Elsworth, Jill Trant and Ros Bowles respectively. The fixture list is available on the
Club website and notice-boards, and the court booking system has been updated to reserve the
courts for all home matches. Please remember that you will be very welcome if you wish to come
along and watch any of the matches, either at home or away. It is great to see Matt and James
Elsworth and Connor Rhodes now forming the nucleus of our men's team and also playing
regularly for the mixed team. With our club matches and the box league well supported, there are
many opportunities for members to participate in and enjoy regular competitive tennis
throughout the year.

Autumn on the Courts
Box League – Mike Bowles reports
Now that the summer is over and the Club Championships are finished, it's time to turn our
attention back to the Box League. The first league of the new season started on 1st October and
finishes on 30th November. This is not as long a period as previously but, with a reduced number of
people playing, we decided to go for this as a starter. Alan Hales has once again performed his
wizardry and produced the pairings and there are 12 couples playing. There are a few people off
with injuries and we hope to see them back for the next league which will start on 1st
December. Because of the usual commitments over the Christmas period and expected bad
weather, we will run this league until 31st March - i.e. 4 months.
I will be coming back out to people in mid November to confirm who would like to take part in the
next Box League. Best wishes, see you on court.

Mix-in Sessions / Weekly Programme
There are lots of opportunities to play in mix-in sessions during the week and on Sundays. These
sessions are a great way to get to know other Club members. This link directs you to the weekly
programme on the website. If you want more details they can be found in this Spring 2018
newsletter link.

Juniors/Coaching

Sally Revell is qualified to level 2 under the LTA accreditation system and she is now assisting Neil
Webb with our junior coaching. She is organising a junior tournament for 11-14 year olds on
Saturday 17th November, from 1.30 to 4.30pm. To sign up, please contact Sally on
sallyrevell.tennis@gmail.com or 07926-749715.
Sally is also planning to set up a Tennis for Kids course at Lyndhurst after half-term for 4-7 year
olds, details TBC.

Floodlights
Dark nights needn’t stop play at Lyndhurst as our 2 lower courts benefit from floodlights. The
existing lights were installed in 1989, since when lamps have been replaced as needed. We have
been considering the options for improving the floodlights and have decided to tackle this in 2
parts:


Phase 1 – The floodlighting on the 2 lower courts would be considerably improved by
replacing the lighting heads by modern LED lighting to give better coverage to the courts.
The towers are in good condition and new heads would include guards to reduce spillage
and glare. We can afford to do this now and have already started planning.



Phase 2 – Extending floodlighting to the top court would cost a further £20,000 and is
currently unaffordable. It would also require separate planning consent. For these reasons
it is not a priority for the foreseeable future.

Here’s our annual reminder of how to use the floodlights:





The floodlight switches are in the cupboard in the clubroom, to the right of the sink.
There are separate timer switches for the lights on each of the lower two courts.
If left, the timer switches will keep the floodlights on for 4 hours, so please switch them off
when you’re finished playing.
The master time-switch will turn the lights off automatically at 10.00pm.

Autumn Leaves

Thank you to our artist David Lock
The falling leaves might drift by the window, but if they land on the tennis courts they need to be
cleared before we start playing. Please make a special effort to clear fallen sycamore keys to
prevent them being trodden into the court surface.

The good news is: no more tough, scale-like, triangular leaves to be cleared from the lower courts
since the dying monkey-puzzle tree has been felled.

“Going, going, gone”

Social Events
Club Dinner cancellation
Members lead such busy lives (or have so many holidays) that it has been impossible to find a date
that suits sufficient numbers for it to be viable to hire a hotel venue for a Club Dinner this year.

Committee News
Annual General Meeting – Wednesday 28th November – Change of Date
The AGM will be held on Wednesday 28th November 2018, at 7.30pm in the clubroom and details
of the meeting will be sent out by e-mail.
The Rules of the Club require us to hold an Annual General Meeting in November, to include:
 Reports from the Officers.
 Financial accounts.
 Election of Officers and Club Committee.
 Appointing an Auditor.
We need a quorum of at least 15 members present and the meeting typically lasts an hour or so.
It’s your chance to hear the Committee report to members - and every member present (over the
age of 18 years) can vote on resolutions. Although it’s a formal meeting, it’s not a painful
experience, so please do come along and have your say.
The AGM will be preceded by an Extraordinary General Meeting, necessary to seek approval for
changes to Club rules.

Opt-In for Wimbledon Tickets 2019 – Susan Kenny asks for your support

With summer a distant memory and next year's Wimbledon Championships a long way off it may
seem like it’s too early to opt-in. Well it's not; you are now eligible to opt-in, just go to
www.lta.org.uk , log into the Members’ Area and opt-in, then put it to the back of your mind and
relax in the knowledge that you can be entered into the draw for tickets to this fabulous
Championship. Our aim is to secure as many tickets as possible for Club members.

British Tennis Registration & LTA Safeguarding
We have recently completed the LTA annual registration and the Club has been certified as
meeting the LTA’s Minimum Safeguarding Standards, aimed at ensuring a safe and inclusive
venue. This means that we have the following in place:






Safeguarding Policy
Diversity & Inclusion Policy
Welfare Officer (Andrew Clough)
Relevant Criminal Records Checks
Annual Risk Assessment

Details of the Club’s Safeguarding Policy can be found on the noticeboard in the Clubroom.
Members are asked to make time to read this so that they will be fully aware of the Club’s policy
on this important issue.
LTA registration also brings with it the benefit of continuing public liability insurance for the Club
through the LTA.

Defibrillator
Training for the newly-installed defibrillator took place on 22 September 2018.

If you were unable to attend, or would like to refresh your memory,
please click HERE to watch a short video. (Note: The video also shows
a ‘CPR Device’, which our defibrillator does not include.)

Remember, to access the defibrillator you will need to:



Have a key for the clubroom.
Know where to find the large key fob
(usually stored in the clubroom cupboard).
 Unlock the access door to the main clubhouse corridor.
 Find the defibrillator cabinet (on the wall opposite the toilets).
… and don’t be surprised when the alarm sounds as you open the cabinet
door!
Organizers of group sessions might simply choose to unlock the door to
the corridor throughout play – of course remembering to lock it when
finished.

Clubroom Refurbishment & General Maintenance

We trust you appreciate the
redecoration and new flooring
in the clubroom. We would
now like to replace the sofas
that were donated by a member
some years ago. If anyone is
planning to replace settees at
home, which would suit the
clubroom, we would be very
pleased to have them (subject
to fire safety labelling).

The pavilion has recently been treated with wood-preservative, there are benches to be renovated
and the tall conifers are shortly to be pruned – all this by volunteers giving freely of their time. The
green areas of our campus also need a facelift and this doesn’t get done by itself. Brian does much
of the general maintenance, but he needs volunteers to help; if you can offer a little of your time
occasionally please contact any member of the Committee.

Car Park Resurfacing

The resurfacing of the car park had to be postponed from
early October because of a delay in Hampshire County
Council granting the necessary licence for the contractor to
work on the highway.
The job has been has been re-scheduled to 28th November,
in the hope that the licence will have been issued by then.

Signs of progress?

Newsletter
We hope to produce our Spring newsletter in March 2019. If you have any ideas or material for
the next newsletter please contact the editors via the website using this link

Newsletter Editors:

Sue Moss & Angus Brown

