Newsletter - Spring 2017

Well, Spring is formally here and the evenings start to stretch out as we look forward to a great season of
tennis. Experts cite tennis as one of the best sports to maintain fitness and prolong our active lives.
Whether this be the actual playing of tennis or the social contact the game provides is uncertain, but what
we can say is that Lyndhurst Tennis Club provides both in equal measure! As you read the Newsletter you
will see that the club has never before been as predisposed to offer so many playing sessions, participation
in team league and box matches, and social activities. These are all ingredients for a long and healthy life,
so please make the most of them. The courts have never looked better (thank you Brian) and your
committee works hard to provide the best facilities and activities. Please support them during this coming
season.
Sadly, we have lost two of our senior players during the Winter, Kath Adams and Maurice Streets. Kath (a
Club member for 53 years) and Maurice will both be sorely missed and I know that they would both have
endorsed the remarks above.
It is gratifying that several of our newer members have agreed to serve on the Club Committee. It is
important to inject new ideas into committee discussion and to have a healthy turnover of the committee
membership. You will find brief intros from the new committee members in this newsletter.
One issue your committee is grappling with at present is how to provide the best coaching structure for the
membership. We are discussing ways to improve upon our current coaching arrangements and aim to have
an enhanced coaching structure soon.
Finally, I wish everyone many happy hours of tennis during these coming months and urge members to
make the most of the sessions provided together with participation in the social activities planned.

Bill Freer - Chairman

On the Courts
Know Your ‘ABC’

Access
We aim to make the Club facilities as accessible as possible to members, whilst maintaining the necessary
levels of security to protect and preserve Club property.



Courts – the combination lock bolts are required by our insurers. Please ensure these are all locked
shut if you are the last person to leave the court(s).
Clubhouse – the clubhouse is open to all members. For £5 deposit, Andrew Clough can let you
have your own key. Please note that the new door to the washroom corridor in the main building
now also needs to be locked by key. If you are the last person to leave the clubhouse, please
ensure that both doors (and also the patio doors) are properly locked.

Booking
The Court Booking System is on the Club website and you need the password to access it. Scheduled
sessions, matches and other bookings are already shown, so it is quite simple to book at other times if you
wish to arrange a match of your own and be sure of having a court free.
If booking Court 1 for the late afternoon, please be aware that the booking system automatically calculates
the time of sunset for the selected date and won't book a time slot that would finish after dark. Courts 2 &
3, which have floodlights, can be booked.

Care
The Club has no paid staff and we rely on members to care for Club facilities.



Courts – we have a long-term maintenance programme to sustain the courts in good condition, but
the success of this depends on all members keeping the courts swept clean before playing on them.
Clubhouse – to prevent vermin, all members must keep the clubroom clean and tidy. Please sweep
up any ‘food debris’ and empty the waste bins after using the clubroom – don’t expect other
members to clean up after you!

Floodlights
Unfortunately the floodlights were inadvertently left on late one evening recently, causing a nuisance to
our neighbours. We are working on a modification to the lights which should overcome this, but in the
meantime if you are last to leave after playing under the floodlights, please ensure that the lights are
turned off correctly.
The instructions are inside the control cupboard by the clubroom door and are very clear – the two rings
have to be depressed until each ring flashes red. Before you leave, please check the courts are no longer
illuminated.

Mix-in sessions
The Club now has a variety of mix-in sessions, with the aim of offering playing opportunities
to as wide a range of members as possible.

At Lyndhurst Tennis Club

...we play in all weathers!
Thank you to our artist - David Lock

Monday & Friday mornings
We have a lively group of stalwart players who meet twice weekly for social, competitive tennis and play
throughout the year in almost any weather. The group caters for players with a wide range of experience
and ability. Members mix-in totally, giving the opportunity to develop tennis skills in an enjoyable
environment with a variety of partners and opponents. The Clubroom is open for coffee all morning
providing a welcoming and friendly atmosphere both on and off the court. Play starts around 9:30am.

Monday afternoons
A session of social tennis from 2 to 4pm that is open to everyone looking for a bit of a workout. Sue Moss
sends out a weekly group e-mail to encourage attendance – please let her know if you would like to be
included in this circulation list by sending her an e-mail.
Tuesday evening
Tuesday Club Night offers an opportunity to play a series of short sets of tennis with other members and
meet new faces. Club Night is oriented towards adults, but our more experienced juniors are welcome and
all standards of players are encouraged to participate. The bottom courts are floodlit and free to members
so Club Night continues to run through the winter.
The session runs between 5pm and 10pm, with most members turning up between 6pm and 8:30pm.
There is an automated email sent every Monday evening which gets the latest Met Office weather forecast
and sends it to members who have asked to be added to the mail distribution list. Individuals then respond
to all to say whether they are planning to attend and at what time, as some people struggle to get to the
club early due to work. If you do not currently receive the e-mails and would like to do so, please send an
e-mail to Alan Hales and you will be added to the list.
Wednesday afternoon
The Wednesday afternoon group welcomes both men and women who enjoy a gentle afternoon of social
tennis. Play starts at 2pm.
Thursday morning
Originally a men’s session, the Thursday morning session is now officially described as ‘Team Tennis Mix-in’
and caters for players who enjoy a stronger and more competitive game ... along with coffee and cakes!
Bill Freer usually sends out an e-mail to see who will be playing. Play starts at 9:15am. The ‘Thursday Boys’
also find time for a varied programme of social activities.
Sunday morning
The Sunday morning Club mix-in offers another opportunity to play a series of short sets with other
members. There is again an automated e-mail, with weather forecast, sent on Saturday morning to
members on the mail distribution list. Individuals then respond to all to say whether they are planning to
attend. Please send an e-mail to Alan Hales if you want to be added to the list. The Sunday session runs
from 10am to 12:30 and will always operate, subject to weather, unless there is a home club match (which
we try to avoid scheduling in the summer).

Juniors
The Juniors’ weekly coaching sessions have continued through the Winter and Spring and even in the
showers as nothing can stop especially the older players from wanting to play! They are an important part
of the Club and we are always keen to encourage older and more experienced juniors by welcoming them
on a Tuesday evening - this can be a stepping stone to playing in the Box league and Club matches. Just
recently, James Elsworth, one of our junior players, came top of the box league with his partner Jill Trant.
Playing with Jill against the other adults has helped improve his tennis and he has relished the challenge.
The committee are always keen to receive input and ideas from the Juniors and their parents. Please feel
free to contact us.

Cardio Tennis

A Cardio Tennis session is held every Wednesday, except in school holidays, for an hour from 9:30am.
This fast-paced session (usually to music) is led by coach Neil Webb. It involves the use of many balls and
varied drills, all of which help develop tennis skills and fitness levels.
It’s a great fun session and the pace is adjusted for the fitness level of the participants. At the moment
these are all female, but it is open to all members – is it just that the men don't have the stamina to
consider joining in?
Come and give it a try. The sessions cost £5 for members, or a block of 5 can be bought for £22 (these
don’t have to be taken consecutively).

Box League
The ‘boxes’ have now been amalgamated into sections for singles and mixed doubles. These leagues now
run over a longer period to enable more matches to be played before a winner is determined. Results are
added to the league via the website. There are some very enthusiastic individuals and pairs, and others
who haven’t managed any matches. It has been a great way of promoting friendly competitive tennis
played over 2 sets, each with a possible tie-break.
The court booking system has been very helpful in supporting this relatively new addition to the Club’s
activities and it is good to see the increased use of the courts. Most people find arranging matches is
easiest by e-mail, sending out a few dates to a few opponents and then allowing the first responders the
first pick of dates.
If you want to join in the box league please send an e-mail to Alan Hales.
We will retain this current format (i.e. one singles and one doubles division) for the next period. Hopefully
with better weather and extended hours of daylight we will see a return to higher participation.

Team News
Match Secretary, Andrew Clough, reports:
Hello and welcome to Spring! A time to look forward, longer days, warmer too, and our Club in constant
use.
Writing this report, looking back over the long and dark winter, I see that our teams have struggled. In
fairness, this is partly because we are playing in higher leagues as a result of promotion from last winter
and this has seen us playing in higher standard company. It is also partly because of limited availability, for
several reasons, of our more ‘experienced’ players. I am however sure next winter can be approached with
as much enthusiasm and renewed optimism!! Many thanks to EVERYONE who turned out for our teams
during the Winter season, and especially our brilliant Captains.
Summer sees your Club entered into 3 competitions: Mens’ 55+, Ladies’ Open and Apsley League (mixed
doubles), with the season starting on 22nd April and the final match on 26th August. As ever ALL fixtures are
detailed on the Clubhouse noticeboard and entered onto our Court Booking system.
YOU CAN PLAY MATCH TENNIS….. Please remember all our members can join in with match tennis, fixtures
take us to such exotic locations as Havant, Salisbury or Lee-on-the-Solent and our Ladies are even touring
overseas on 15th July !! Contact our Captains and tell them you want to play, it’s competitive, but fun!!!
Finally, and I’m sure this is mentioned elsewhere, PLEASE book courts onto the Website booking system for
social tennis and friendly matches, this is now more important than ever with the advent of the Box
Leagues. Club matches ALWAYS take priority and booking courts for other tennis will avoid
disappointment!!
Best wishes to everyone (YOU???) who is involved with matches this Summer…….

Social Scene
Recent Activities
Thursday Christmas Lunch - 15th December, at ‘The Fox & Hounds’ in Lyndhurst

Skittles Evening – 13th January at ‘The Huntsman’ Brockenhurst

31 people came

Some hit the skittles and some didn’t!

The Winning Team (Barry, Maggie, Mike, Declan, Julia, John F & John B)

‘Killer’ winner - Bill

American Lunch – 27th January

A fine feast for 28 people

Diary Dates – Forthcoming Events






Saturday 25th March – Quiz night
Sunday 30th April - Spring Tournament
Tuesday 2nd May (at 7.00pm) - Wimbledon Draw
Sunday 14th May - Club Open Day
Friday 6th October – Club Autumn Dinner at the Forest Lodge Hotel

Committee News
Appointment of Officers
The Annual General Meeting in November 2016 approved the following appointments:
Chairman: Bill Freer
Hon Treasurer: Alan Hales
Hon Secretary: Tony Roe
Match Secretary: Andrew Clough
Membership Secretary: Linda Young
Social Secretary: Mike Downton
Wimbledon Ballot Secretary: Kay Lindsell

2017 Subscriptions
Annual subscriptions for 2017 are due for payment on 1st April and the good news is that fees have again
been frozen this year. Full details will be sent by e-mail.

Wimbledon Tickets

The Wimbledon Ticket Draw will be held during Club Night on Tuesday 2 May at 7pm .
All draw entrants must have renewed their membership of Lyndhurst Tennis Club before the draw, be
British Tennis Members, have signed up on the BTM website for the Wimbledon Draw, and their BTM
membership must be affiliated to Lyndhurst Tennis Club.
Further information on our ticket allocation and signing up for the draw will be emailed once the LTA have
allocated the tickets (NEWS: we have just heard we have been allocated 16 pairs of tickets). Successful
Members will choose their tickets but will then be contacted electronically by the LTA to submit payment
(within a fortnight or the tickets are re-allocated). All tickets are issued directly to winners by the LTA.
If you can’t be at the draw in person, then a nominated person to act on your behalf will need to be
notified to Kay Lindsell by this email link

Broadband & Wi-Fi
We now have broadband and wi-fi installed in the clubhouse. It will be used (and paid for) jointly by the
tennis and drama clubs. We hope to have it up and running around the time you receive this newsletter.
The wi-fi password will be emailed to members so that you can connect with your smartphone or tablet
when at the club.
We are planning to install a web-cam that will have a good view of the courts. This will be accessible from
the club website. It will allow those travelling to the club to check before setting out what the weather is
like on court and to see whether other members have decided to play when conditions may be challenging.
The image from the web-cam will be sufficiently low-resolution and distant to remove concerns regarding
invasion of privacy whilst fulfilling the intended purpose.

Website
The Club website can be accessed via this link. The password changes annually and the new password will
be notified with membership renewal details.

New Committee Members
We’re very pleased to welcome 5 new Committee members this season and have given them the
opportunity here to introduce themselves to the wider Club membership.

Susan Kenny
“I learned to play tennis 12 years ago. I’d given up work at the time
and decided, along with some friends, to get some lessons. That gave
me the confidence to join a club and since then I have been a member
of 3 different clubs. Before I joined Lyndhurst though, I hadn't played
for a number of years.
I do Cardio Tennis on a Wednesday morning, which is great fun, and
play on a Monday afternoon when I can. I also have a tennis lesson
once a week which I really enjoy.
After moving to the area 3 years ago I began to look at different tennis
clubs in the vicinity. After checking out the website and popping
around to have a look at the courts I decided to join Lyndhurst.

Everybody I have met so far has been really friendly, which is
something you don't always find at a bigger club.”

Catherine O’Mahony

“I came to tennis relatively late in life when we moved abroad in
2000. Achieving immediate international success as part of the runner
up doubles team in the Buenos Aires expat ladies tournament, I
realized that I had at last found my sport.
Unfortunately I haven't been able to add to the trophy collection
since then, but I am hoping that now we are settled back in the New
Forest, and part of the Lyndhurst tennis club, I can improve enough to
win the occasional match!”

John Fidler
“I started playing tennis when the march of time made Rugby too
painful to continue. I enjoy Tennis because it allows the competitive
edge in a sociable environment.
I joined Lyndhurst tennis club as it is my local club (I live in
Woodlands). On joining I was made welcome and have enjoyed the
good standard of tennis, the friendship and social atmosphere. I have
enjoyed representing the club in the various league matches.
I look forward to continuing to play and involving myself in the affairs
of the committee.”

Chris Ellis
“Tennis is a late addition for me. For 30-odd years I played
badminton, mainly with work colleagues. After retiring in
2010 I had more time on my hands. My wife Gill plays
tennis, so taking up the sport seemed a logical thing to do,
something we could play together.
I went to a Monday morning mix-in session and was hooked.
It was such a sociable environment – tennis was first,
obviously, but coffee, banter and discussions about the
problems of the world came a close second – actually banter
often comes first if the weather isn’t up to scratch!
Our sons both had their early training and formative tennis days at Lyndhurst. Although Scott has now
moved away, Graeme still plays here. I enjoy the atmosphere, the friendly feeling of the club. I joined the
committee to try and give something back.”
Angus Brown

“I first played tennis during childhood holidays with
cousins in County Durham. My aunt had a tennis court
on her lawn and I spent hours looking for balls, either in
the field or the fishpond!
Working life then took priority and I only played
occasionally until we joined the Club in 2000. I now play
regularly on Monday and Friday mornings, plus the odd
Thursday.

As far as I’m concerned, tennis is an outdoor sport, so I love the secluded and peaceful location of our
courts. I also particularly enjoy the mix of people we meet at the Club, both on and off the courts.”

Ladies’ Doubles Champions – Then and When?

Eagle-eyed aficionados of the honours
boards in the clubroom might have
noticed a recent correction to the lists
of Ladies’ Doubles Champions.
When Maureen Parry produced
photographic evidence showing that
she (and not Maureen Parker)
partnered Mary Bertin to victory in
1989, Hon Sec Tony Roe was happy to
set the record straight.

We would hope we can take pride in being a Club with a past and a future, so we are delighted to
congratulate Hayley & Martin Taylor on the birth of their daughter Isabella on 20th August 2016 and also
Suzy & Graeme Ellis on the birth of their daughter Bonnie Elizabeth on 9th February 2017. If tennis ability is
in the genes, maybe we can look forward to both these young ladies’ names appearing on the honours
boards as Ladies’ Doubles Champions in about 20 years time.

Isabella

Bonnie

Newsletter
Next edition
We aim to publish our Summer edition in late July.

Newsletter Editors:

Sue Moss & Angus Brown
Please contact any of the committee or the editors via the website using this link

