Newsletter - Summer 2016
Welcome to the Summer edition of our e-newsletter, aimed at updating members on Club news and
committee activities.
Well, the Summer is in full swing now and Wimbledon has finished with great results for UK tennis. Andy
Murray’s and Heather Watson’s successes should inspire us all to get out on court and try our best at all
levels.
Club membership continues to grow after a successful Open Day and most regular sessions report strong
attendance. The only exception is Tuesday Club Night where numbers have been down recently, perhaps
due to poor weather or attendance at other sessions. Club Night particularly appeals to members who are
unable to play during the day, but after a hard day’s work these members need stiff competition from
those of us who no longer suffer the stressful demands of work! So please try to support Club Night.
The Club Championships are now with us and it is here you can express your competitive instincts. These
competitions are for all members and are great fun as the season progresses. Play singles or find a partner
- come and enjoy the event.
Finally, I would like to welcome all new members who have joined the club recently. I hope that you will
enjoy your tennis at the Club. Come and play at as many of the regular sessions as you can, meet up with
fellow players and make new friends.

Bill Freer – Chairman

On the Courts
Club Championships
The Club Championships are now under way. Finals Day is scheduled for Sunday 25th September, with
Sunday 2nd October as reserve day (if needed).

Juniors/Coaching
We currently have over 40 in the coaching programme and a number of juniors are being prepared to take
part in adult matches.

Tennis ‘mix-in’ sessions
The Club now has a variety of mix-in sessions, with the aim of offering playing opportunities to as wide a
range of members as possible.
Monday & Friday mornings
We have a lively group of stalwart senior players who meet twice weekly for social, competitive tennis and
play throughout the year in almost any weather. With Seniors Tennis GB now catering for age-groups from
35 upwards, it was decided that the description ‘50+’ had become unduly restrictive and might deter
players who could enjoy these sessions, so the ‘50+’ age barrier has now been dropped.
The group caters for players with a wide range of experience and ability. Members mix-in totally, giving the
opportunity to develop tennis skills in an enjoyable environment with a variety of partners and opponents.
The Clubhouse is open for coffee all morning providing a welcoming and friendly atmosphere both on and
off the court. Play starts around 9:30am.
Tuesday evening
Tuesday Club Night offers an opportunity to play a series of short sets of tennis with other members and
meet new faces. Club Night is oriented towards adults, but our more experienced juniors are welcome and
all standards of players are encouraged to participate. The bottom courts are floodlit and free to members
so Club Night continues to run through the winter.
The session runs between 5pm and 10pm, with most members turning up between 6pm and 8:30pm.
There is an automated email sent every Monday evening which gets the latest Met Office weather forecast
and sends it to members who have asked to be added to the mail distribution list. Individuals then respond
to all to say whether they are planning to attend and at what time, as some people struggle to get to the
club early due to work. If you do not currently receive the emails and would like to do so, please send an
email to Alan Hales and you will be added to the list.
Wednesday afternoon
Although originally a ladies’ session, the Wednesday afternoon group now welcomes both men and women
who enjoy a gentle afternoon of social tennis.
Thursday morning
Originally a men’s session, the Thursday morning session is now described as ‘Team Tennis Mix-in’ and
caters for players who enjoy a stronger and more competitive game ... along with coffee and cakes! Bill
Freer usually sends out an e-mail to see who will be playing.
Sunday morning
The Sunday morning Club mix-in offers another opportunity to play a series of short sets with other
members. There is again an automated email, with weather forecast, sent on Saturday morning to
members on the mail distribution list. Individuals then respond to all to say whether they are planning to
attend. Please send an email to Alan Hales if you want to be added to the list.
The Sunday session runs from 10am to 12:30 and will always operate, subject to weather, unless there is a
home club match (which we try to avoid scheduling in the summer).

Box League & Court Booking
The Spring 2016 newsletter contained an article about the Box League and Court Booking systems that
kicked-off in Autumn 2015. If you missed this you can click on the newsletter link on the home page of
the Club Website
The Box League has been well received by many members who welcome the opportunity to play proper
set-based matches not readily accessible elsewhere. If you are not already set-up in the Box League but
would like to give it a go just send Alan Hales an email and he will set you up and explain what you need to
do.
The key with the Box League is to send an email to your opponents early in the period and get a date in
your diary and a court booked on the website, so you have a trigger to play the matches, rather than let the
time pass by and find that you didn't play. It is rare for a match to last more than 90 minutes, so it's not
much of a time commitment compared with other competing interests, such as golf or solving the Times
Crossword.
At present, all the pairings in the doubles are mixed and this works well, so if you'd like to play but don't
have a partner we'll do our best to find you someone to play with. Both singles and doubles are organised
into divisions so you will find the matches will be competitive and enjoyable. If you are a beginner, the
match play will help you develop your game. So don't be timid, give it a go - you will be pleased that you
did.

“Do Not Adjust Your Net!”
Some of us might remember the days of having to slacken off the nets on grass courts at the end of the
day’s play. Nowadays, with net posts set in concrete it is no longer necessary to slacken the nets. The
adjusters at the middle of our nets have been set to keep the nets at the correct height as long as the wire
is tight, so further adjustment should not be required.
If, for any reason, you do need to lower the nets, please wind them back up to the correct height
afterwards – thank you.

Team News
Match Secretary, Andrew Clough, reports:
With Summer almost imperceptively succeeding Spring weather-wise, matches in all 4 of our leagues are
well under way, although in the case of the Apsley League, we still have a number of matches remaining.
It’s fair to say that many matches so far this summer have been very closely contested, with results just not
going our way.
With our Ladies’s Open team and our Men’s Vets teams continuing to be competitive, perhaps the real
story lies in the considerable progress being made by junior members in Alan’s Men’s Open team. All our
juniors have now been involved in winning matches, as they get used to the doubles format - their
excellent coaching clearly beginning to pay off.
The Apsley League has now been operating to the same format for over 80 years, with teams of 8
(4 Ladies and 4 men) playing mixed doubles. Under Hayley’s excellent captaincy our team has enjoyed
considerable success in recent seasons, as well as great entertainment for those watching!!
Six matches still remain to be played this Summer.
I know it is said every time, but our small club should be very grateful for the efforts of all our Captains, this
is never an easy task.
Finally just a reminder that the FIXTURE LIST is published both in the clubhouse and the ‘pavillion’, as are
the contact details for the Captains and all matches are entered (hopefully correctly now) on our Court
Booking system.

Social Scene
Ringwood Brewery Visit – 15th March

Our Thursday morning group launched the
Club’s 2016 social programme with a
cultural visit to Ringwood. We’re assured
it’s not true that they had to show proof of
age before being allowed into Ringwood
Brewery to sample the delights of Razor
Back, Boondoggle, Fortyniner and Old
Thumper.

Andrew Clough, Alan Hales, Mike Dow, Bill Freer, Rob Campbell, Mike Downton & Roger Simmens

Opening Tournament - 24th April
The Season Opening Tournament attracted a good turnout of players, supported by family and friends, on a
fine but fresh Spring day. Eighteen players took part in the ‘round robin’ tournament, requiring each
couple to play 56 games, sustained during the afternoon by Elizabeth Lawrence’s delicious cakes and
rounded off with a welcome BBQ.
Partners were drawn at random and swapped mid-match, so it was an excellent opportunity to meet and
play with other members

Ladies’ Winner – Joanne Almond

Men’s Winner – Martin Taylor

Ladies’ Runner-up – Jill Trant

Men’s Runner-up – Andrew Clough

Mix-in American Lunch - 6th May
After an enjoyable morning’s tennis in hot sunshine, our Friday Mix-in group were pleased to welcome
friends to an American lunch.

‘Ladies who lunch’ (Maureen Parry, Liz Lawrence & Gill Ellis)

Open Day – 8th May
A targeted advertising campaign, coupled with a hot and sunny day, ensured a good attendance for our
Open Day. Coaching on the small court proved very popular with both parents and children, while
prospective and current members mixed in on the main courts.
As a result of the Open Day, we are pleased to welcome 13 new members to the Club.

Winchester Diocese Match – 23rd May
We faced a strong team of clergy and friends in our annual match against Winchester Diocese and were
well-beaten during an afternoon of friendly, but very competitive, tennis.

Front Row
John, Liz, Janet & Guy (Winchester)

Back Row
Gill, Andrew, Barry & Angus (LLTC)

Summer BBQs
Despite the late arrival of summer, we still hope to hold BBQs at short notice if and when weather permits.

Club Dinner – 7th October 2016
The End of Season Club Dinner will be held at the Forest Lodge Glasshouse restaurant on Friday 7th
October. It will be a three course meal with coffee/tea at £27.50 per person. Details have been sent out by
e-mail. Mike Downton is taking names now and will collect money in September. Please contact Mike

Committee News
Diary Date - Annual General Meeting – 9th November 2016
Please note that the AGM will be held on Wednesday 9th November 2016, at 7.30pm in the clubroom.

Lawn Tennis Association Registration
If you have not yet registered with the Lawn Tennis Association (LTA), please consider doing so.
Registration is free; it allows you to opt in to the Wimbledon Ticket Ballot and you get advance notice of
major tournaments.

Ground Force
You might have noticed the work undertaken this season by Brian van Hoof, with the help of our own
Ground Force of Committee members, to cut back the boundary hedges, clear the compost mountain, and
refurbish the practice court. All Club members are of course welcome to join these work parties and can
also help with day-to-day maintenance, by sweeping the courts, clearing any litter, and leaving the
clubroom clean and tidy.

BEFORE

and

AFTER

Control of Dogs
Members are reminded that dogs are not allowed on the courts
at any time and should be on a leash when on the club site.
Dogs are not permitted in the clubroom.

Website Access
Further information and details of most Club activities can be found on the Club Website
The new password for access to the Members’ Area was sent out by e-mail at the start of the season.

Lyndhurst Tennis & Social Club

In our 90th anniversary year, we thought it might be appropriate to publish some background information
as a reminder of the origins and status of the Club.
The Lyndhurst Tennis Club, Bowling Club and Drama & Musical Society may function as seemingly
independent organisations, but we share a common heritage which links us forever.
The Lyndhurst Tennis and Social Club was founded by Dr Alfred Moore in 1926 and the Bowling Club was
added in 1928. In the years after World War 2 the little-used billiards tables in the Social Club were sold
and a temporary stage was erected for the first production by the Dramatic Society at the Club in 1952.
In 1956 the Lyndhurst Dramatic Society, Tennis and Bowling sections, all came under the title of the
Lyndhurst Social Centre.

Following a disastrous fire in 1968 when most of the building was destroyed, the club struggled to survive
and the various club sections began to diverge. In 1980 the newly-named Vernon Theatre took over the
responsibility of the main building, signalling the end of the club as an entity. In 1991 the Tennis Club built
a Club Room for its exclusive use (named in memory of Philip Fine who had organised the fund-raising).
Then in 2002 the asphalt surface of the courts was changed to the sand-based carpet and completely
renovated in 2011.

The Tennis Club is governed and controlled by its own Club Committee, which has full authority (except on
a winding-up) ‘to make such Regulations as it deems necessary for the continuance of the Club and for the
benefit of its members’. However, in constitutional terms, the Tennis Club still remains a section of the
Lyndhurst Sports & Social Club.
The ownership of the Tennis Courts and the Pavilion (i.e. the Vernon Theatre) was vested in Trustees by a
Trust Deed dated 19th November 1926. Derek Baulf is one of 3 nominated Trustees, along with Colin
Johnson for the Drama Club and Martyn Ashmead for the Bowls Club. The 3 sections meet every 6 months
and share information, particularly financial, because if one club were to get into financial difficulties,
under the Trust, it could bring down the other two. The role of the Trustees would then be to wind up all 3
sections and sell the property and land. The funds realised from the original property (i.e. the buildings and
tennis courts) would be distributed among 3 hospitals – the Bowls Club property was a later addition and
has different beneficiaries.
So, although the clubs might appear to be free to operate as they wish, the future of all 3 clubs is tied
together. Because of this, before committing to any significant expenditure each section needs to gain
‘approval’ from the other 2 sections. Thanks to Dr Alfred Moore’s philanthropy and foresight, the club has
survived for 90 years and no group of members stands to gain from turning the site over to property
developers.
Here’s to the next 90 years: ‘United We Stand, Divided We Fall’!
[With acknowledgement to ‘The Alfred Moore Foundation – The Early Years’ by Vincent Hughes.]

Newsletter
Next edition
We intend to publish the Autumn edition in October

Newsletter Editors:

Sue Moss & Angus Brown

Please contact any of the committee or the editors via the website using this link

Notices
Lyndhurst Chiropractic Clinic
Any member suffering from back, joint or muscle pain and wishing to use the services of a chiropractor
might like to know that Matthew Garfath of the Lyndhurst Chiropractic Clinic offers a discount for Club
members. Tel: (023) 8028 4666.

