Newsletter - Autumn 2015

Welcome to the Autumn edition of our e-newsletter, aimed at updating members on Club news
and committee activities. In addition to sending this out by e-mail to everybody on the
Membership Secretary’s list, we put copies in the clubroom and on the website, but please tell me
if you know of anyone who has trouble getting hold of the newsletter.
This Summer’s fine weather has allowed good use of the courts and all regular sessions have been
well supported. The Sunday morning mix-in has attracted a number of players to come along
regularly and we hope to keep it active during the Winter.
Looking ahead, the AGM will take place on Wednesday 4th November at 7.30pm. It's your
opportunity to question me and the committee, should you wish to raise any issues that concern
you. It’s also an opportunity to hear what your committee has done on your behalf and generally
review the achievements of the Club during the past year. I would encourage you to attend and
also to consider what you can do to help the Club pursue its future agenda. There are vacancies at
committee level and, beyond that, help is always welcome to spread the workload. We know that
more can be achieved, but to attain all our ambitions even more commitment is needed from
members. Please volunteer to help in any capacity, so we can ensure that the Club grows and
remains attractive both to existing and to new members alike.
There is much tennis to be played during the Autumn and Winter, when the weather allows it. I
look forward to seeing you all on the courts during this period, so please continue to support all
the existing formal sessions and take advantage of our great facilities to play at other times and in
the new ladders when they start.
Bill Freer – Chairman

Club Championships
The Open Championship worked well and we had a lovely Finals Day, with the winners being:
Ladies’ Singles
Men’s Singles
Ladies’ Doubles
Men’s Doubles
Mixed Doubles

– Hayley Tucknott
– James Salter
– Joanne Almond & Ann van Hoof
– Rob Salter & James Salter
– Joanne Almond & Rob Salter

As you might know, the Vets’ competition was particularly well-subscribed this year, but ran into
scheduling problems with the September vets’ holiday season – lessons learnt for next year!

Team news – Andrew Clough reports
With the Summer Leagues finishing at the beginning of September, and the Winter League fixtures
starting in October, there has been little time to catch breath between seasons.
Despite our comparatively small club, we continue to perform very well in the various
competitions we enter, this is in no small part due to our hard working Captains.
Summer 2015 saw Hayley’s team in the Apsley League achieve promotion as runners up, the 2nd
season in a row our Mixed Doubles team has done this. Brian’s Mens doubles team WON their
League, and likewise achieved promotion.

The Winter season has now begun, with the current fixture list displayed in our clubhouse and on
the website. We are expecting, as ever, a competitive and enjoyable season. This season, despite
issues with membership recruitment, we have entered a second (‘B’) team in the mixed League,
under the expert guidance of Alan Hales!!
I know that to many members Match Tennis is ‘something that happens elsewhere’ but having got
involved as Match secretary, and even, incredibly, played in the odd match, it is a thoroughly
enjoyable experience. In particular it is always fun to visit other clubs in our region, with trips to
places like Salisbury, Havant, Romsey and Compton, and including a trip to Twyford where we
played our tennis on a meadow!!
Finally I’m pleased to report we have received many accolades at our Club, from visiting teams, for
both our facilities, and our hospitality in terms of snacks and refreshments.. a club to be proud of!!
It is always good to see any member come along & support the efforts of our teams, either Home
or Away, please DO COME ALONG, I think you would all enjoy it, and refreshments are ALWAYS
available!!

Autumn on the Courts
Ladder Leagues
In response to a number of requests we are planning to launch regular club competitive leagues
(using a ‘ladder’ system).
We propose to set-up one mixed singles league and one mixed doubles (any combination) league,
with a view to creating at least three divisions in each (subject to total numbers). Participation will
mean committing to play around 3 matches at mutually convenient times every 2 months.
Details were sent out by e-mail on 13th October and if there is sufficient interest by the end of
October, we hope to launch the leagues for November/December 2015. Please register your
interest by completing a form from the pavilion, or e-mail Alan Hales.

Monday & Friday mornings – 50+ Group
The 50+ group continues to meet throughout the winter. Come along from 9.30a.m. for sociable
mix-in tennis, plus the chance to put the world right over coffee and biscuits.

Tuesday - Club Night
The Tuesday Club Night session continues as usual.

Thursday morning – Men’s Vets
This very popular session, starting at 9.15 a.m., would welcome new members – especially those
with a taste for coffee & cakes!

Sunday morning – Tennis ‘mix-in’ session
The Sunday morning mix-in session is now an established weekly event, with attendance typically
about 6 players. Please be aware that Winter League home matches will occasionally occupy all 3
courts - relevant dates are on the web-site and in the clubhouse.

Floodlights
As the clocks go back, bringing Summer Time to an end, dark nights are here again and you will
need to use the court floodlights if you wish to play in the evening:
 The floodlight switches are in the cupboard in the clubroom, to the right of the sink.
 There are separate timer switches for the lights on each of the lower two courts.
 If left, the timer switches will keep the floodlights on for 4 hours, so please switch them
off when you’re finished playing.
 The master time-switch will turn the lights off automatically at 10.00pm.

Tree work
You might have noticed that the row of tall evergreen trees at the South side of the courts has
been lopped. This was done at the request of our neighbouring householder and the work was
carried out at minimal cost to the Club.

Social Events
Friendly Match against ‘The Clergy’
Monday 27th July. The Winchester Diocese players were delayed by traffic arriving for the New
Forest Show, so a short match format was adopted. The Clergy fielded a stronger team than in
recent years and our two mixed pairs lost 5-3. As ever, the real winner of an afternoon of sociable
tennis was the post-match tea!

American Lunch for the 50+ group – August 21st
The 50+ group held another of their occasional American lunches on a beautiful summer’s day.
After a full morning of tennis, we were pleased to be joined by friends and family at lunchtime.

Supper Night at the Forest Lodge - October 2nd

Twenty-six members and partners enjoyed dinner at the Forest Lodge Hotel, as we couldn’t
muster the necessary numbers to hold a summer ball this year. The success of the Supper Night
encourages us to repeat this event in 2016, hopefully with more notice and an even larger
attendance.
Both our planned summer BBQs having been defeated by unpredictable weather, we were very
pleased to be indoors for this occasion!

Committee News
Following our Open Day in May, which was part of the LTA's Summer series of Great British Tennis
Weekends, Hon. Sec. Tony Roe completed the LTA survey of our experience and won a £100 prize
for the Club, to be spent in the LTA shop. Tennis balls have been purchased for club use.
STOP PRESS: Tony Roe's winning habit has just produced another 18 tubes of tennis balls
courtesy of the LTA. He completed our annual LTA registration for 2015-2016 so promptly that we
were one of the first 50 clubs to register and we received this reward as a result. We have chosen
Babolat team balls.

Opt-In for Wimbledon Tickets 2016

The process for opting in for Wimbledon tickets has been improved after the experience gained in
2015 and members should already have received an email from the LTA inviting you to opt-in to
the 2016 Ballot.
Wimbledon tickets are allocated to clubs based on the numbers opting-in, so even if you don’t
wish to have tickets it would be helpful to the Club if you do opt-in.
You can opt-in up until 19th February 2016, but “Don't delay – do it TODAY!”

Annual General Meeting – 4 November 2015

The AGM will be held on Wednesday 4th November 2015, at 7.30pm in the clubroom.
The Rules of the Club require us to hold an Annual General Meeting in November, to include:
 Reports from the Officers.
 Financial accounts.
 Election of Officers and Club Committee.
 Appointing an Auditor.
We need a quorum of at least 15 members present and the meeting typically lasts an hour or so.
It’s your chance to hear the Committee report to members - and every member present (over the
age of 18 years) can vote on resolutions. Although it’s a formal meeting, it’s not a painful
experience, so please do come along and have your say.

Committee Election
Amongst the Committee members standing for re-election after retiring 'by rotation',
Brian van Hoof accepted our invitation to tell us a bit about his tennis and his involvement in the
Club.

"I was introduced to the Club by the late Peter Smith and I've been a member for about 3 years
now. I play mainly on Thursday mornings and with my wife on Monday evening, but I can play
anytime anyone wants a hit.
I've been captain of the vets' team and we won Division 2. I've also been doing the grounds
maintenance for the past 2 years - I clean courts, cut hedges and the grass, and service the
machinery.
I'd like to see even more involvement from all members. For example, it would be great if
everyone could drag the courts before they play - it would stop a build-up of debris. Get involved
and have your say, after all it's your Club!"

“What do you think of it so far?“
We know how Morecambe and Wise would have answered the question, but after 3 editions of
the Newsletter, we’d really like to know what you think of it so far. Please take a couple of
minutes to click on the link below and answer 4 simple questions.
The survey tool is provided free by Survey Monkey (sorry about the advertising!) - there is no need
to sign in or give any personal details in order to complete the survey.
Thank you.
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/3MZVGDT

Newsletter Editors:

Sue Moss & Angus Brown

Please contact any of the committee or the editors via the website using this link

